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to receive, and what the department is
prepared to pay. I know of one case where
a person lodged a claim for compensation
and was told by the department that the
claim was insufficient; the department was
prepared to pay double the amount. That
happened some months ago, yet the man
is still waiting for his money.

Something should be done to expedite
arrangements when land is taken. It it
bad enough to have land resumed;
but when it becomes necessary, surely
the person who loses the land should
receive a just price for it as quickly as
Possible. Although this does not came
within the Jurisdiction of either of the
Ministers here, I ask them to put it to the
Minister who is responsible, to see whether
some improvement can be made so that
these matters can be adjusted in the
shortest space of time.

It is not my intention to speak any
longer, except to say that I would like to
make mention of criticism I have read In
the speeches of some members when speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply In another
Place. It seems wrong that a member
should come into the House and be there
not five minutes before criticising what the
House Committee has done under your
jurisdiction. Mr. President. I feel it Is
infra dig for those members to criticise
when they do not know what the House
Committee has done; because I believe that
in the last few years more has been done
than had previously been achieved for a
considerable period.

The criticism was directed to improve-
ments to Parliament House; but already
plans have been drawn, and the Govern-
ment has decided that the work will go on
as soon as it is possible to find the finance.
It is pleasing to know that same of that
work Is to be put In hand In the near
future. I happen to be one of the members
of the House Committee, and I suppose for
that reason I feel a bit sore about the fact
that criticism should come from men who
do not know a thing about the set-up.

I say here and now that everything asked
to be considered by the committee, has
been considered by it; and to my mind a
great deal of attention has been paid and
is being paid, within the bounds of avail-
able finance, to the carrying out of im-
provements, particularly for the staff who,
for 40 or 50 years, have been working
under conditions which I think none of us
feel they should work under. In defence of
that committee, I make this reference in
my speech tonight, because I think the
criticism is totally unjustified. I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham.
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.48 P.m.
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QUESTIONS.
MARAINGA TESTING BITE.

Precautions for Protection of Natives.
Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:
(1) Is the Maralinga testing site suffi-

ciently close to the South Australian-
Western Australian border to constitute a
danger to nomadic natives on the Western
Australian side of the border?

(2) if the answer to No. (1) is "Yes,"
what precautions are being taken to ensure
that nomadic natives are completely
cleared from the danger area?

(3) If precautions are being taken, does
he feel that such precautions are adequate?

(4) In view of the fact that natives from
the Warburton area frequently Journey
well into South Australia, what precautions
are being taken to ensure that they do not
enter the danger zone after the tests have
been completed until the area is deemed
safe for them to do so?

The MINISTER replied:
The following information has been

obtained from the Minister for Supply:-
(I) NO.
(2) No nomadic natives are or will be in

the danger area. A native affairs officer
has been given assistance in patrols and
staff and keeps continuously in touch with
tribes to ensure that they do not enter the
danger aresa.

(3) Yes.
(4) Constant ground and air patrols will

ensure that nomadic natives do not enter
the danger area after the tests are comn-
pleted or enter areas of low level radio
activity until it is safe for them to do so.
The Australian Atomic Weapons Tests
Safety Committee has made a special study
of the problem of natives and is taking
particular steps to ensure that they are
not exposed at any time to harmful radia-
tion.

For the Information of the hon. member.
the Commissioner of Native Welfare has
been kept Informed of the project and Is
about to attend a conference having for Its
purpose the future protection of natives.

EDUCATION.
(a) Building of High Schools.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Education:

(1) Do plans for the next three years
envisage the building of any new high
schools?

(2) If so, where are they to be sited?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) At Applecross, Kwinana. Scar-

borough. Susselton, Hollywood. Kala-
munda, Melville, and North Bayswater.
These plans are subject to the availability
of loan funds.

(b) Additional Classrooms at High Schools.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the

Minister for Education:
What additions, if any, as far as class-

room accommodation is concerned, are
to be made to any of the existing high
schools over the next three years?

The MINISTER replied:
Armadale-Srd stage.
John Curtin-3rd stage.
Midland Junction-Srd stage.
Mt. Lawley-Srd stage.
Tuart 1111-2nd and 3rd stages.
Belmont-2nd and 3rd stages.
Manjimup-2nd and 3rd stages.
Merredin-2nd and 3rd stages.
Collie-S rooms.

These proposals are subject to the avail-
ability of funds.
(c) provision of Multi-class Rooms in Lieu

of Lunch Sheds.
Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Edu-

cation:
Would it not be more economical to build

multi-class rooms for use as lunch room,
projection room, folk dancing, physical
training, singing room and other purposes.
instead of old-fashioned lunch sheds, which
do not measure up to modem require-
ments?

The MINISTER replied:
It is not now the policy of the depart-

ment to erect shelter sheds at primary
schools. All new schools are designed with
spacious verandahs which provide neces-
sary shelter during luncheon recesses.

(d) Canning Vale School Addit ions.
Mr. WILD asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) What additions and renovations

are contemplated for the Canning Vale
school this financial year?

(2) When is this work expected to
commence?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Subject to funds being available, it

is proposed to erect a new three-room
school at Canning Vale to replace the
present buildings.

(2) It Is not known at present wh,.n
the work will commence.

(e) Locality. etc., of New High Schools.
Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for

Education:,
(1) At what centres. are the five high

schools referred to in the Speech of His
Excellency the Lieut.-Govemnor to be
erected?

(2) What Is the order of priority of
building?
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(3) When is building to commfence on
the first of these high schools?

(4) At what intervals is it expected the
other four high schools will be built?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Applecross, Hollywood, Scarborough,

Busselton, Medina.
(2) Equal priority.
(3) and (4) It is hoped that erection of

all these high schools will be commenced
during this financial year, but this is sub-
ject to availability of finance.

AIR SERVICES.
(a) Fees Paid by Comnpanies.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Transport:

What fees or subsidies were paid to
the Government or the Transport Board
by MacRobertson Miller Aviation Co.
Pty. Ltd., and its predecessors (Mac-
Robertson Miller Aviation Co. Pty. Ltd.)
and Airlines (W.A.) Ltd. during the years
to the 30th June, 1954, the 30th June,
1955, and the 30 June, 1956, for-

(a) Albany route:
(b) Kalgoorlie route:
(c) Geraldton route;
(d) any other routes?

The MINISTER replied:
Paid to

Transport
Board.

(a) Albany route:

Agent's Fee
Paid to
Railways.

E £

1954 .... .... 25
1955 .... .. 33
1956 ... .... 27

(b) Kalgoorlie route:
1954 .... ... 380
1955 .... .... 333
19565 .. .... 303

(c) Geraldton route:
1954 ..
1955 ... ..
1956

<d) Other routes:
1954 ... ..
1955 ... ..
1956 ... ..

805
927
971

647
688
488

629
815
754

1,922
1,678
1,789

nil
nil
nil

nil
nil
nil

Note: No fees are payable in respect
of services north of the 26th parallel.

1b) MacRobertson Miller Co.'s Standard
of Service.

Mr. flOSS HUCHINSON asked the
Minister for Transport:

In view of his answer to the fourth part
of question No. 32 on the notice paper of
Thursday, the 16th August, to the effect
that the interests of Western Australia
and decentralisation are only well served
-If MacRobertson Miller Airlines Ltd., gives
a decent standard of service, is it to be
-understood that the Government believes
that the company is failing In this regard?

The MINISTER replied:
No opinion was expressed regarding the

standard of service being given by Mac-
Robertson Miller Airlines Ltd. The ques-
tion sought to know whether it was in
the interests of the State to have a Western
Australian company operating an air ser-
vice rather than T.A.A.. which the question
said is controlled from the Eastern States.

As a matter of interest, it might be
stressed that the majority of shares of
MacRobertson Miller Airlines Ltd., are
held by non-Western Australian residents.

COMPREHENSIVE DRAINAGE
SCHEME.

Expenditure and Work for Current Year.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What amount of money has it been
estimated will be spent on the compre-
hensive drainage scheme for the present
financial year?

(2) What work would be covered by
such funds?

(3) When will any direct relief be
given to residents living in the area
covered by the scheme as a result of such
work?

(4) What is the total cost to date of the
pumping work done in these districts?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Loan, £50,500; and employment re-
lief, £:313,000. The total amount to be
spent is dependent upon the amount of
funds to be made available by the Com-
monwealth for employment purposes.

(2) Loan:
Completion of Bowden-at. drain,

Bedford Park.
The Welshpool portion of the

Welshpool-Bentley drainage
scheme.

Employment relief:
The Bentley portion of the

Welshpool-Eentley Drainage
scheme.

Reconstruction of Walter's Brook
drain. East Perth.

East Victoria Park - Carlisle
scheme.

Extension of Inglewood drainage
(Crawford-rd. - Walter - rd.
area).

(3) Relief already has been given in the
Welshpool area. Further relief depends
upon the amount of funds to be made
available.

(4) The cost to the Government for
pumping work for flood relief is £2,705
to date.

253
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BrIUMEN.
Local Purchases and Imports.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What amount of bitumen has been
purchased from the local refinery-

(a) bulk:
(b) drum?

(2) What was the cost per ton paid to
the local company?

(3) What was the cost per ton of biun-
men last paid for imported material?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Main Roads Department pur-

chased:
(a) Bulk-4,818 tons.
(b) Drum-2,011 tons.

(2) Within the metropolitan area:
Bulk-£21 Is. 6d. per ton.
Drum-E28 2s. 6d. per ton.

Outside the metropolitan area:
Bulk-92O per ton plus cartage.
Druin-£28 2s. 6d. per ton plus

cartage.
(3) £32 per ton at Fremantle.

- BROKEN HILL PTY. LTD.
Coking of Collie Coal and Production

of Billets,
Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
(1) What is the latest advice received

from the Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. in regard
to coking of Collie coal?

(2) Is the Government aware of any
move by the company to further expand
its activities in this State by manufactur-
ing billets here?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for in-
dustrial Development) replied:

(1) The research by the Broken HiMl
Pty. Co. Ltd. into the coking of Collie coal
has yielded promising results, and the
company Is investigating the establish-
ment of a pilot plant as the next stage
of its research.

(2) No.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON
INDUSTRY.

Profit on Pig Iron Sales and Competitive
value.

Ron. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) What profit was made by Wundowie
charcoal iron works last financial year?

(2) What Profit per ton is shown on a
ton of pig iron sold-

(a) in the State;
(b) overseas?

(3) What countries are purchasing our
Pig iron?

(4) What is the anticipated demand for
the Product for the next two years?

(5) What particular feature of our Pig
iron makes it competitive with iron Pro-
duced elsewhere?

(6) What is the estimated cost of in-
creasing the production at Wundowie to
36,000 tons per year?

The PREMIER (f or the Minister for
Industrial Development) replied:

(1) £7,629 on capital invested.
(2) (a) Nil.

(b) £8 10s.
(3) Australian Eastern States, Canada,

U.S.A., Switzerland, Germany, France,
Portugal, Sweden, Japan.

(4) The demand seems unlimited and
hona fide inquiries in hand total at least
50,000 tons per year.

(5) its high purity and consequent
suitability for special casting.

(6) £800,000. I might add that the
amount estimated to be expended during
the current financial year is £300,000.

PROBATE DU77ES.
Amounts Collected and Granting of Relief,

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY asked the
Treasurer:

(1) What were the total amounts of
probate collected by the State Government
in the financial years--

(a) 1954-55;
(b) 1955-56?

(2) Will he also state what the Common-
wealth Government received over the same
period from probate duties in Western
Australia?

(3) Owing to the very steep Increases
made in land and property valuations, and
the resultant greatly increased amounts
received from probate duties, is it pro-
posed to give any relief regarding these
taxes?

The TREASURER replied:
(1) (a) £1,062,082; (b) £1,106,615.
(2) 1954-55-£618,183; 1955-56 -not

available.
(3) No, because of the financial penalty

imposed by the Commonwealth Grants
Commission due to probate duties in
Western Australia being the lowest in
Australia. The penalty imposed for
1954-55 was £128,000. The figures for
1955-56 are not yet available.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL.
Cost of Reprinting.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

If, as stated in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech, the Local Government Bill is to
be reprinted, what will be the total cost
of the work?
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied: ROADS.
The reprint will cost approximately £450.

DOGS.
Breeding of Alsatians.

Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:

Is it a fact that Western Australia is
the only State in the Commonwealth of
Australia where the breeding of Alsatian
dogs is not permitted?

The MINISTER replied:
No. Similar restrictions are imposed In

sheep districts of New South Wales.

PINE PLANTATIONS.
Land Purchased. Soil Type. etc.

Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Minister
for Forests:

(1) What area of land has been pur-
chased by the Government for pine plant-
ing purposes-

(a) during the year ended the 30th
June. 1955;

(b) during the year ended the 30th
June, 1956?

(2) What was the price per acre paid
for the land?

(3) In what localities is the purchased
land situated?

(4) Was all of the acquired land of the
red-brown loam type soils?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) 2,554 acres.

(b) 4,098 acres.
(2) Average price for land-

(a) £5 2s.
(b) £5 17s.

(3) Nannup district.
(4) No.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Wellington flam-Bunbury Reticulation.
Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
On Thursday, the 9th August, 1958, the

reply to a question asked by the member
for Harvey indicated that part of the ad-
ditional water stored at Wellington Dam
will be used to provide domestic and in-
dustrial water for the Bunbury-Collie
area. Will he now advise-

()whether plans have already beeen
drawn up for the reticulation Of
water from Wellington Dam to
Bunbury;

(b) if so, what are the details of Such
plans and commencement date of
such project?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) Preliminary investigations are pro-

ceeding.
(b) Plans are not finalised.

(a) Expenditure in Country Dilstricts.
Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister

for Works:
(1) What amounts does the Main Roads

Department Propose to expend during the
Year ending the 30th June, 1957. on each
of the following roads:-

(a) Mt. Barker-Manjimup (Plan-
tagenet Road Board section);

(b) Albany-Lake Grace Road (Plan-
tagenet-Cranbrook and Gnow-
angerup Road Board sections);

(c) Denmark-Nornalup;
(d) Mt. Barker-Denmark?

(2) What work is proposed in each in-
stance?

The MINISTER replied:
The details are as follow:-

(1)
(a) Maniimup-Mt. Ratter Road-

Plantageniet Road Board-
Gravel sheet 13M. and primeIM(1ft

wide) 274.2M.-26.2M. 1M
Maintenance .. .. .

MI, take Grace-Aihany Road-
Plantagenet Road Board-

Priig2H Lwd M
gili20 ie M

Gravel sh~eet secions 6.2Mj.
46M.

Maintenance ... ..

Crabrook Read Board-
Maintenance ..

Gnowarngerup Road Board-
Corotnetion 2M. Sictios
Maintenance

4e

19,500

Total .... 20.500

47M 3,600
.. ... 2,500
.. ... 1,100

.... .... 300

1,000
1,100

2,100

Total ... 9,600

(0) Oenmart.Nornalup Road-
Deamart Road Board-

Construction 5.811. Sections 406.-
57.511.

Sheet And prime 18 ft. wide 73M.
46AM.-53.7MA.

construction 3M. - 6MM--MM.
Sealing 18 ft. wide 6.4M., 38M.-

40W6. and 42.6M.-46.4M. ..
Maintenance ... .. ... ..

(d) Deenar*.Mtt Barker Rod-
Plantageiat Read Board-
Maintenance ... ..

Denmak Road Board-
Stabllsing 4M. "rimos section
Maintenne

TOTAL FOUR ft

16,000
12,000

6,000
10,5w0

Total .. 47,100

600

1,500
600

2,100

Total . 2,700
CADS ... 80,700

(2) Answered by No. (1).
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(b) Allocations to Road Boards.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) What funds have been allocated by
the Main Roads Department for the year
ending the 30th June, 1957, to each of the
following road boards :-Albany, Cran-
brook, Denmark, Onowangerup, Plan-
tagenet and Tambellup?

(2) If these funds have been granted for
specific purposes, what are the amounts
specifically allocated in each case?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The allocations are-

General
Allocation Specific

Road for develop- Allocation Maintenance
Board mental Roads for Roads of School

District inclussive of to isolated Bus Routes
School BUS Settlers
Routes

Albany
Cranbruok
Denmark
Gnorangezp.
Plantagenet
Tambellup

X
3,000
2,500
2,500
4,000
3,000
2,500

Z
200
200
200
200
200
200

Z
1,420
1,770

890
2,260
2,120
1,080

Total

£e
4,620
4,470
3,590
6,460
5,320
3,780

17,500 1,200 9,540 28,240

(2) Answered by No. (1).

TICK FEVER IN CATTLE.

Mortality on Nort h-West Ships, etc.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for the North-West:

(1) Is it correct that 40 or more cattle
have been thrown overboard during the
last voyage of the "Dorrigo" because of
tick fever following many deaths amongst
the cattle on the "Koolinda" and on a
previous trip of the "Dorrigo"?

(2) Does he know of a vaccine or some
other form of treatment which is used on
ships carrying cattle to the Philippines
and is said to overcome the fever?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:

(1) During the last voyage of s.s. "Dor-
rigo," 53 beasts died at sea. The carcasses
were dropped into the ocean.

Fatalities at sea in previous voyages this
year have been, "Dorrigo" 17 and "Koo-
linda" 98.

The deaths have followed a complaint
known as "tick fever" or "red water." A
marked upsurge of this disease has occurred
in both East and West Kimberley dis-
tricts this year, over 200 cases having been
reported from the former.

(2) It is understood some form of treat-
ment is being carried out. The State
Shipping Service is asking for details and
results.

SALE OF PETROL.
Geraldtan and Carnarvon Prices,

Mr. COURT ask the minister represent-
ing the Minister for the North-West:

(1) Would he investigate the statements
made by the member for Gascoyne on the
9th August (vide Hansard, page 122) in
which he claims that the petrol companies
are getting 3.12d, per gallon profit in Car-
narvon extra to the Geraldton price?

(2) If the answer is "Yes," would he
give this House the result of his investiga-
tions, and-

(a) the respective retail and whole-
sale prices of premium and regu-
lar grade petrol at Carnarvon and
Geraldton:

(b) freight costs;
(c) drum costs, including return

freights, depreciation, damage,
etc.;

(d) agency handling fees; and
(e) leakage aind spillage costs on the

300-mile run Geraldton to Carnar-
von?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
The Minister advises that an inquiry

to accurately determine profit margins
charged by oil companies on petrol sold
at Carnarvon and Oeraldton, and including
the various cost factors mentioned, would
require considerable time and expense
before authentic figures could be produced.

Should an investigation show excessive
profits are being charged, no law exists
f or redress; therefore, the exhaustive in-
vestigation requested would be futile.

NAVAL BASE.
Western Australia's Claim.

Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
What has the Government done in press-

ing Western Australia's claim for a naval
base should the British and Australian
authorities decide to establish a base in
the Commonwealth?

The PREMIER replied:
In recent months the Government,

through the Minister for Works, had dis-
cussions with the First Sea Lord, Earl
Mountbatten, on this matter. The Govern-
ment also wrote a letter to the Common-
wealth Government and to Mr. Menzies
in London pressing the need for the early
establishment of a naval base on the west-
emn coast of Australia, and pointing out
that either Albany or Cockburn Sound
would be suitable for a base.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
Tender Price /or "Koojarra."

Mr. COURT asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping:

(1) What was the tender price for the
new State ship "KooJarra"?
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(2) Are there any variations since the
tender was accepted, and if so, what are
the variations?

(3) Who are the contractors?
The MIN4ISTER FOR POLICE replied:

(1) £L804,770.
(2) Yes.
(a) Rise and fall varlation-37,650.
(b) Extras:

Air conditioning, mechanical
hatches, etc.-26,000.

(3) The Australian Shipbuilding
Board.

RAILWAY REFRESHMENT ROOMS.
Change in Conduct.

Mr, COURT asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) In view of the reported trading loss
of the railway refreshment rooms for the
year ended the 30th June. 1956, is any
change in the conduct of the railway re-
freshment service contemplated?

(2) What was the trading result of the
Welshpool cafe?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
replied:

(1) Inquiries are being made concerning
railway refreshment services.

(2) For the year ended the 30th June.
1956, including overheads, a loss of
£1,549 19s. 9d. resulted.

IRON ORE.
Koolvanobbing Deposits and Quality.
Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for

Mines:
(1) What is the estimated total quan-

tity of iron ore at Koolyanobbing?
(2) Is the quality (in general) equal to

or better than that available at Yampi
Sound?

(3) When did test drilling start at this
site?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (for
the Minister for Mines) replied:

(1) It is estimated at 69,250.000 tons of
iron ore containing 60 per cent. of metal-
lic iron.

(2) The quality In general is slightly
inferior to that available at Yampi Sound.
It is considered that if the deposit were
opened up and worked on a big scale, the
grade would be noticeably less than that
at Yampi Sound.

(3) The test drilling of the Koolyanob-
bing iron ore deposits was undertaken in
the search for pyritic ore. It started on
the 17th November. 1952, and a 12-hole
programme was completed on the 19th
August, 1955. Very large reserves of high-
grade pyritic ore were indicated by this
drilling and further large quantities of
magnetic Iron ore were indicated as occur-
ring below the oxidised limonitic ore for

which the previous quantity estimated in
No. (1) above is computed. The grade of
this magnetic iron ore is nowhere near
that of the oxidised surface ore.

NARROWS BRIDGE.
Progress of Resumptions and Cost.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Following his announcement on the
30th July that details of the route of the
road linking the Narrows bridge and North
Perth had been worked out, in agreement
with the Perth City Council, what progress
has been made with the resumptions In-
volved in the route?

(2) What is the estimated cost of re-
sumptions between the bridge and the rail-
ways?

The MINISTER replied:
TIhe Press statement of the 30th July

stated that the Government is now ready
to begin detailed planning for the proposed
road to link the Narrows bridge with North
Perth. Until constructional details have
been worked out, the areas required for
resumption cannot be fixed. Work is now
in train on the constructional designs.

No estimates can be prepared until the
areas of land have been accurately defined.

MAIN ROADS TRUST ACCOUNT.
Total and Use by Government.

Hon. 0. BRAND asked the Treasurer:
(1) What is the total sum now in the

Main Roads Trust account?
(2) Have any of these trust funds been

used by the Government; and, if so, to
what extent?

The TREASURER replied:
(1) £379,546 us. lid, at the 31st July,

1956.
(2) These and other funds, including

revenue and loan moneys, form the public
account which is utlillsed to temporarily
finance revenue deficits, stores accounts
and advances of various kinds to depart-
ments. It is not possible to state the ex-
tent to which any particular fund has been
utilised for these purposes.

COLLIE COA.
Source of Supplies and Price Structure.

Mr. WILD asked the Premier:
(1) Will he explain the anomaly between

the price of coal on a cost-plus system
from Amalgamated Collieries at 60s. 3d.
per ton whilst the Government is buying
coal from the other two mining companies
on a fixed price of 68s. 6d. per ton?

(21 Has he not in previous years com-
plained about the Cost-plus system for coal
ex Amalgamated Collieries?
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(3) Would it not be in the interests of
the consumers of electricity in Western
Australia to accept the cost-plus system at
60s. 8d. per ton pending finality ever coal
supplies and prices?

(4) How soon does he expect to reach
finality and declare Government policy in
respect of source of supply and price
structure?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) The difference in prices is explained

by the fact that much more coal Is being
purchased from Amalgamated Collieries
than the other two companies.

(2) Yes.
(3) If this question is Intended to mean

that the Government should buy all its coal
requirements from Amalgamated Collieries.
then the taking of such action would put
the other two companies out of business,
reduce the value of their shares to nil,
and put many men out of employment.

(4) In the very near future.

PREMIERS' CONFERENCE.
(a Statement Regarding Proceedings.
Mr. HEAL (without notice) asked the

Premier:
(1) Could he give to the House a brief

statement in relation to the recent
Premiers' Conference?

(2) Has he any additional Information
about the extra grant that the Common-
wealth Government, at the Premiers' Con-
ference held in June of this year,
Promised this State for the relief of un-
employment?

The PREMIER replied:
I will make as brief a statement as

possible about the proceedings at the Pre-
miers' Conference, that is, with your per-
mission, Mr. Speaker. I think members
are aware that no agenda paper was pre-
pared in connection with this conference.
In other words, all the Premiers went to
the conference without any knowledge of
any Commonwealth Government sugges-
tions or proposals and likewise, of course,
the Commonwealth Government hadl no
fore-knowledge of any specific pro 'posal
which the States might put before the
conference.

Hon. L. Thorn: I think you said that
you were picking up some information at
the Melbourne airport.

The PREMIER: At the Melbourne air-
port I did pick up two typewritten docu-
ments addressed to me by the Common-
wealth Government. One contained what
might be described as a historical back-
ground of the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court's decisions and policies over many
years, and the other one was a document
on increased productivity associated
mostly, I think, with Great Britain. Those
documents were of no value whatsoever in

regard to the problems which had to be
discussed and debated at the Canberra
conference.

Mr. Lapham: At least he gave you
something.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please! The
Premier is making a statement in reply
to a question. It is not a debate.

The PREMIER: The conference failed
to achieve any results because of complete
lack of commonsense preparation in re-
lation to the conference. Every member
of this House has had practical experience
of conferences of some kind or another,
and therefore every Member understands
the value of prior preparation; he knows
the value of an agenda paper.

The Acting Prime Minister, at the con-
ference, first of all put forward a sugges-
tion or a proposal-whichever one may
prefer-that the State Premiers should
agree to abolish, in practice, in their
particular States any legislation which
provided for automatic quarterly adjust-
ments of wages and salaries based upon
movements In the cost of living. Only
two States were affected by that suggestion
or proposal-the States of New South
Wales and Victoria-and neither of those
States was prepared to accept the sugges-
tion or the proposal of the Commonwealth.

Subsequently the Premiers put forward
the proposals which they considered were
of value in seeking to control inflation and
possibly reduce inflation within Australia.
The most complete set of suggestions was
put forward, I think, by the Premier of
New South Wales, and I have no doubt
that all members have read of those pro-
posals in the newspapers.

The main suggestion that I put forward
on behalf of the Government of this State
was that there should be a second division
created in each of the industrial tribunals
in Australia. At present we all know thbat
these industrial tribunals deal with wages
and salaries. hours of work and employ-
ment conditions. It seemed to me that
there ought to be a No. 2 division in each
of the arbitration courts which would con-
cern itself with the cost of living structure.
obviously, unless the cost of living struc-
ture is kept under reasonably scientific
management, there is not much sense in
keeping wages and salaries under manage-
ment.

At a later stage of the conference, the
Commonwealth Minister for Labour, Mr.
Holt, put forward a four-point programme.
The main point was that there should be
an acceptance by all the States of the
principle of industrial tribunals deciding
wages and salaries on the basis of the
ability of industry to pay. Associated with
that principal, of course, was the proposi-
tion that the "C" series index and the
cost of living adjustments would no
longer operate either in the Common-
wealth Court of Arbitration or In any
of the State industrial tribunals. The
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second point was that there should be no
adjustment of any wages or salaries fixed
upon the basis of the ability of industry
to pay, at intervals of less than one year.

The third and fourth points were asso-
ciated with the suggestion that all the
State Governments should agree to intro-
duce in their respective Parliaments leg-
islation which would direct the State in-
dustrial tribunals to be guided by the
decisions and Policies of the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court. Mr. Bolt did
explain that it was not intended that this
legislative direction to the State industrial
tribunals should be binding upon them
to the extent that they should make
exactly the same decisions and follow the
exact Procedures which the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court might give or
follow from Period to period. However,
the suggestion or request was that the
State courts by legislation should be call-
ed upon to be guided by the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court.

This group of suggestions, or proposals,
did not find acceptance by the States.
There was a general feeling among the
Premiers that these proposals were not
acceptable in the present situation, at any
rate, and consequently no favourable de-
cision was made with regard to them, or
any one of them. Towards the end of
the conference the chairman, the Acting
Prime Minister, Sir Arthur Padden, indi-
cated that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment might be prepared to give a sort of
blessing to selective price control in all
the States of Australia, provided those
States which already had legislation cov-
ering the automatic granting of quarterly
adjustments to wages and salaries would
repeal their legislation.

He also said In that event the Com-
monwealth would be prepared to make
available the services of an expert from
the Department of Trade and Commerce
to advise the various States with regard
to price control or the prevention of pro-
fiteering. The Premier of Victoria indi-
cated quite promptly that he would have
nothing to do with this proposal and he
was opposed to it under both headings.
He would not repeal the legislation in his
State which provided for automatic quart-
erly adjustments of wages and salaries,
on the basis of the cost of living move-
ments, and he would not have anything
to do with price control.

The Premier of New South Wales said
he was quite prepared to join with the
other States in connection with price con-
trol or the prevention of profiteering, but
he was not at that stage, at any rate, pre-
pared to undertake on behalf of his Gov-
ernment that the Parliament of New
South Wales would be requested to repeal
the appropriate legislation. The Premier
of South Australia then asked the chair-
man whether he could give an assurance
on behalf of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment that the officer concerned would be
made available to the four States, If they

were all prepared to operate price control.
Mr. Playford, of course, pointed out that
the four States in question--Queensland,
South Australia, Tasmania and Western
Australia-had no legislation providing for
the automatic quarterly adjustment of
wages and salaries. The chairman pointed
out that he was not in a position to answer
that question, but he did undertake to refer
it to the Commonwealth Cabinet for con-
sideration and to advise the Premiers of
the States concerned in due course.

I think it was unfortunate that there
was no prior organising In connection with
the conference. It could only have value
if a similar conference were called in the
reasonably near future. In the event of a
similar conference being convened, say
next month, the conference held last week
could have some value as a trial run. In
the event of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment agreeing to convene a similar con-
ference, say next month, it seems to me
that every Government, including the
Commonwealth, should develop proposals,
say three weeks before the conference is
due to begin. All of those proposals should
be printed on an agenda and copies of the
agenda paper should be circulated to all
the Premiers so that they will be in a posi-
tion to confer with their colleagues in their
respective ministries well before the con-
ference starts, and so that the State Pre-
miers and the representatives of the Com-
monwealth Government will be able to
meet in Conference well prepared, and
already having had an opportunity to study
the complete proposals put up by the seven
State Governments. in that situation, and
because there has been at least some sort
of aL trial run already, it seems to me there
would be some reasonable possibility of
making progress In the right direction.

In connection with the other part of the
question put to me by the member for West
Perth, I would say that I had some dis-
cussion with the Federal Treasurer at Can-
berra regarding the assurance given in the
open Premiers' Conference last June by the
Acting Prime Minister that some special
financial provision would be made available
to Western Australia to enable that State
to deal with the unemployment problem
which was then in existence, which has
worsened somewhat since and is still
worsening. The Treasurer said that he
had sent me a letter setting out that the
Commonwealth Government wan ted more
information under certain financial head-
ings, and stating that the Commonwealth
Government would have another look at
the question when that information was
available. I received that letter when I
returned to my office in Perth last Monday
morning. As far as I am able to judge.
the assurance and undertaking which the
Federal Treasurer gave on behalf of the
Commonwealth Governiment in the open
Premiers' Conference in Canberra last
June is not being supported with the speed
at which it should be Supported in view of
the circumstances.
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After all is said and done, the problem
is the provision of employment to those
who are unemployed. A considerable per-
centage of those who are unemployed in
Western Australia are migrants, and quite
a number of them have not yet been in
employment of any kind in this country.
However, the additional information asked
for by the Federal Treasurer will be sup-
plied, and he will be requested to have a
decision made at the earliest possible
moment.

Mr. Nalder: Is that a fault of the
Federal Government entirely?

The PREMIER: That is a matter of
argument. Initially, this State sent to the
Federal Government schedules of proposed
works, three separate sets, to allow plenty
of discretion and choice on the part of the
Federal Government. That was a term of
the undertaking I gave to the Federal
Treasurer in Canberra last June.

Mr. Nalder: The other States had to
agree.

The PREMIER: The other States did
agree at the Premiers' Conference in June
to give authority to the Commonwealth
Government to make Some special finan-
cial assistance available to Western Aus-
tralia to enable the unemployment problem
to be tackled.

Mr. Court: Within what limits did they
specify?

The PREMIER: No limits. There was
no upper limit or lower limit. No amount
was mentioned at all. We were left to
submit the schedules of proposed works, to
an extent which was thought to have been
necessary to absorb most of the unem-
ployed. We have done that.

The Federal Treasurer has now sought
additional in!formation under a number of
financial headings. In due course I hope
to make public the correspondence from
the Federal Treasurer and the reply of
this Government to the correspondence,
because I think this matter is of such
great public interest that the correspond-
ence should be made available to the pub-
ic. However, it is not desirable to do
that at this stage when negotiations are
still proceeding as between the two Gov-
ernments.

As I said a while ago, the great central
feature in respect of this situation Is the
unemployment problem in this State which
is already serious, and which is increasing
each week. We all know from experience
way back in the 1930's that unemployment
breeds unemployment, and that is exactly
what is going on here in Western Aus-
tralia today. We have not the financial
resources available to employ more men
than we are employing at present. Ap-
parently private industry has not the fin-
ancial resources to employ all the men who
are available for employment. Obviously,
therefore, the only practical solution to
the problem is that additional money

should be made available from some source
in order that works of some kind, and an
essential kind, might be started and so
enable most, if not all of these men to
be offered the opportunity to become em-
ployed.

Mr. Court: Has the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment expressed any intimation as to
the extent it considers the unemployment
is caused by maladministration by the
State Government, or the extent to which
it thinks maladministration as against the
economic factors has brought on the pres-
ent situation?

The P3REMIER: It rather sounds as if
the member for Nedlands knows what is
in the Commonwealth Government cor-
respondence.

Mr. Court: I wish I did. I am trying
to find out.

The PREMIER: The hon, member wade
a pretty good stab. However, this corres-
pondence will be published in due course
so that the public in Western Australia
may be able to judge for themselves just
what is what, and how the situation was
and how we hope it will be.

I come back to emphasise the point that
the central and all-important feature in
this situation is the unemployment of a
considerable number of men in this State,
Political arguments as between one Gov-
ernment and another will not help that
situation. It seems to me that the Com-
monwealth Government ought, very soon,
to make a decision one way or the other.
If they are to go back on the assurance
given by the Federal Treasurer at the
Premiers' Conference last June, they ought
to say so, and say so soon. If they are
going to make some special finance avail-
able to assist in absorbing the number of
unemployed in this State, they ought to
say so, and say so quickly. I hope there
will not be any stalling, backing and filling.
or political argument as between the State
and the Commonwealth in connection
with this matter, because it will leave those
at present unemployed In a continued state
of unemployment, and will undoubtedly
have the effect of increasing unemploy-
ment here from week to week.

(b) Consultation with Leaders of Trade,
Commerce and Industry.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Premier:

If, as published in today's "Daily News",
in the event of the preparation of legisla-
tion on anti-profiteering, he is "anxious
to cause the least possible Inconvenience
to or place any control on trade, commerce
and industry", is he prepared to confer
with leaders of trade, commerce and in-
dustry in order to achieve this laudable
objective?

The PREMIER replied:
Yes.
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(c) Commonwealth and Selective Price
Control.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Premier:

AS far as I understood him, the Premier
said that the Acting Prime Minister gave
his blessing to the States' request for price
control. Am I to infer from that that
the Acting Prime Minister accepted the
principle of price control or merely agreed
to facilitate the operation of a system of
price control as requested by the States.

The PREMIER replied:
I said that the Commonwealth Govern-

ment gave its blessing to price control on
a six-State basis or, if not, on a five-State
basis to the extent of agreeing to make
available the services of a special expert
on trade and commerce, to advise the
States concerned. I think-in fact, I am
sure-I said the system of price control
for which the Commonwealth would make
that offcer available would be what the
chairman described as a selective system
of price control. Just to what extent he
would regard a system as selective, I am
not prepared to say.

(d) Government Action to Relieve
Situation.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Premier:

Acknowledging that the real issue in the
unemployment problem is the relief of
human suffering and hardship, what
special action has been taken by the State
Government to relieve the situation?

The PREMIER replied:
In anticipation of the Commonwealth

Government making some special funds
available, we organised and put in hand
some works for which the men were Picked
up, I think, a week ago. I believe 140 men
were picked up and are now employed on
these works. Obviously unless some special
funds are received from the Common-
wealth Government to continue the financ-
ing of these additional works, the State
Government will, of necessity, have to close
the works down within the next three or
four weeks.

NATIVE WELFARE.
Ministerial Investigation of Cruelty

Charges.
Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the

Minister for Native Welfare:
When does he expect to be able to give

the House the result of his investigations
into the statements in the report of
the Native Welfare Department following
upon my comments, as recorded in Han-
sard, and his answer to questions In this
House on the 8th August last?

The MINISTER replied:
I expect to submit a report to Cabinet

in about six weeks' time.

ADDRESS-ILN-REPLY.

Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the 16th August.

MR. TOMS (Maylands) [5.19 1: Let me,
Sir, add my congratulations to those you
have already received upon your elevation
to the Speakership of this House. As an
elector for many years and one who now
represents portion of the electorate you
once held, I have had the opportunity
to appreciate your qualities.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much conversation, and I cannot hear the
new member for Maylands.

Mr. TOMS: Justice and impartiality
have at all times characterised your
actions, and I feel assured you will continue
to display them in your new position. I
trust that your occupancy of the Speaker-
ship will be long, one of satisfaction to
yourself and the members of this House.

As a new member, chosen to represent
the electorate of Maylands, I realise the
great responsibilities that I have under-
taken. At this stage I desire to thank
members on both sides of the House. to-
gether with the parliamentary officers and
their staffs, for the manner in which they
have assisted me in settling into these new
surroundings. The courtesies that have
been extended to me here and by heads of
Government departments are most grati-
fying.

As one interested in local government
for a number of years, 11 am indeed pleased
that by the production of the metropolitan
regional plan, we may be able to ensure
the planned development of Perth, hav-
ing perhaps profited by the early mistakes
of other States. To do this, we must, of
course, have vision as regards the future,
and with that in mind, I do not agree
with the criticism that was Indulged in
respecting the suggested removal of the
Swan Portland Cement Works at River-
vale.

For many years the road board at Bel-
mont Park was as a voice crying in the
wilderness. It has been said that those
who built adjoining the works at the
time knew what they were doing, but it
was never anticipated that others who
had bought land and built their homes
four and five miles away, vould be called
upon to share the burden and depreciation
of their properties owing to the enlarging
of the works, increased production and,
latterly, attempted eradication of the dust
nuisance. I feel it is fair at this stage
that I should pay a tribute to the Swan
Portland Cement Works for the particu-
larly good job it did in the postwar years
when a great amount of work was per-
formed. However, having in mind the pos-
sible development of Perth and the popu-
lation of the city envisaged by the regional
plan, I feel that, before it is too late and
we suffer the experience of the Thames,.
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consideration should be given to the ulti-
mate removal of these works to a more
suitable location.

Another problem, which is not peculiar
to my electorate, is that of drainage. In
the metropolitan area and close to the
City of Perth, there are at the present
time hundreds of acres needing drainage.
When this does take place, the people
who will benefit from those* works are
the owners of what now might be terned
"'swamp land.'' The Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Depart-
ment knows these particular areas, and is
In the process of preparing plans for their
drainage.

There may be legal or other difficulties
to be overcame, but I would suggest that
the Government give consideration to the
prior rating of these areas, particularly
in zoned residential parts, Moneys So
collected could be paid into a working
fund and used in the districts concerned.
When these schemes are ultimately put
into operation, I feel that prior rating, if
it could be arranged, would be advanta-
geous to the owners of the land, because
experience has shown me that the
majority of people are prepared to accept
a sound proposition. I believe that, when
it is pointed out to them that such a plan
could assist in the hastening of the work.
by lessening the amount of money to be
allocated and reducing the liability by
them for repayments when the works are
completed, little, if any, opposition need be
anticipated.

many reasons have been given for the
economic state in which the State finds
itself today, but I feel that the necessity
for closer employer-employee relations has
never been more evident than at the pre-
sent time. Repeated calls have been made
for Increased production and have been
answered. But what of the results? We
now find the old cycle appears to be in
operation again.

Following the second world war and the
settling-down period, shortages of goods
and materials, an abundance of money,
the urgent need for increased housing,
and development were the order of the
day. As goods and materials became avail-
able, coupled with increased demand, ex-
ploitation followed. It is no use laying
the blame for this at the feet of the em-
ployee. As one engaged in industry at the
time, and holding a responsible position,
I was, on a number of occasions, ap-
proached with offers of a higher wage
from other employers. In answer to my
question, "Why are you offering me an
increased amount without having regard
to what I am now getting? Is It because
you cannot hold your men?", the answer
I invariably received was, "That is a fair
and honest question, and the answer Is
'Yes'.,,

In those times, awards and allowances
for skill were forgotten, and it is reason-
able to assume that for each additional
£ 1 offered and accepted £2 were added to
the cost of goods and services and ulti-
mately borne by a fellow-worker. MY
experience in industry, no doubt, is not an
isolated case. I have every reason to be-
lieve that this practice operated not only
In my industry but in others. Facts such
as these, together with the apparent desire
of some people to get rich quick through
investment at higher rates under the hire
purchase system, have withdrawn money
from the loan market. Australia, and
particularly Western Australia, is scream-
ing for development. As a nation, we can-
not afford to have manpower and energy
standing idle.

People are the wealth of a country, and
I trust that ours will be made a con-
tented people so that in the event of in-
ternational strife, Australian and migrant
may be able to stand shoulder to shoulder
having proved that the ideal of the four
freedoms is not mere lip service. I have
with Interest, listened to the various
speakers during the debate, anid it Is evi-
dent that a vest amount still remains to
be done in this State. Each member has
his particular problem in his electorate.
Maylands, the electorate which I repre-
sent, is not one without problems and
needs, and I shall, as it is my duty to do
so, bring them before the House from
time to time to seek a solution of them,

In conclusion I wish to express my sin-
cere thanks to the electors of Maylands
for having elected me to represent them
and for the trust they have put in me.
What I may now lack in experience, I
trust I will make up for in sincerity so
that when the time comes, for the com-
pletion of my parliamentary duties, I
shall hear from my electors those words,
"Well done! "

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. T. Tonkin-Melville) [5.33]: I would
like, firstly, to offer my congratulations
to you, Mr. Speaker, upon your election
to the high office which you now hold,
and I join with other members In expres-
sing the belief that you will carry out the
various tasks which fall to a Speaker, with
efficiency and impartiality, I believe that
when the time comes, as come it must
some day, for your term to end, members
generally will regret it and will agree that,
in carrying out the duties of Speaker You
fulfilled the Promise which you showed as
Chairman of Committees.

Australia today is experiencing particu-
larly difficult times; so much so that the
Commonwealth Government felt it en-
cumbent upon itself to take steps to get
the Premiers together to discuss what
might be done to effect some sort of a
remedy. We have had various ideas sub-
mitted as to what is wrong and what steps
ought to be taken. As usual one section
of the representatives is takirur the line
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that the key to the situation is to be
found in the level of wages which are paid
to men who work in industry. I think it
might be as well, in order that we can see
what these trends usually are in similar
circumstances, to pause a while and re-
view what has previously taken Place under
similar conditions.

For a long time we had a situation in
Australia where the basic wage was
Pegged; that is. where the courts were pre-
vented from making the quarterly adjust-
ments which the law of the land had
set out ought to be made. That pro-
vision was not in order to give the workers
an increase in wages but to Prevent them
from experiencing a reduction because the
wages fixed quarterly were fixed upon the
cost-of-living figures and did not provide
for any increased standard of living, but
only for a wage which would entitle the
worker to purchase those goods and ser-
vices which he had previously purchased,
having regard to alterations in prices.

In 1930 there was a coalition Govern-
ment in charge in this House and the
then Minister for Works was Mr. Lindsay.
There had been a period during which
Prices were falling. In those days the
wage used to be fixed annually. It did
not suit the Government of the day that
there should be a 12 months' lag with
wages when prices were falling, because
it meant that to the extent that prices
fell, the workers were enjoying an increase
in their wage. Mr. Lindsay went so far
as to say that the increase in November,
1930, was 5s. a week. In other words.
because the wage had been fixed by the
court on a certain level of prices, and sub-
sequently, before the next determination,
prices fell, then workers' wages would buy
more goods and services than they were
intended to buy; and Mr. Lindsay said
the extent of that was 58. a week.

He and his Government proposed to
correct that position. They did not think
that was a fair proposition at all-that is,
the annual adjustment. They wanted it
made more frequently, and they de-
liberately altered the Act to provide for
quarterly adjustments. They argued that
the worker was entitled to no more and no
less than the standard which the court
determined on the ruling prices according
to the cost of living figures based on the
"C" series index: that because prices were
failing, the workers were enjoying some-
thing to which they were not entitled,
and they considered it ought to be taken
away from them: and that they should
not be allowed to enjoy it for 12 months.

So, the Act Was altered to provide for
quarterly adjustments. Now the wheel has
taken a turn and prices have been on the
up and up, and because they have, thus
resulting in the workers' real wages being
reduced, the Parties of the same com-
plexion as members opposite want to
take steps to see that the wage remains
where it is whilst prices continue to go
up. I do not think they are entitled to

have it both ways. In order to have this
Properly fixed in our minds it is as well that
we should get some idea of what was
Said on both sides at the time that this
Move was taken in 1930.

This move, as Mr. Lindsay said, was to
free the court. That was his purpose-
to free the court; not have it tied up and
restricted, but to allow it to act if it felt
that the conditions were such that it ought
to make a fresh determination. Mr. Lind-
say, the then minister for Works, said-

One of the Purposes of this Bill is
to bring our Act into line with the
Acts of the Eastern States including
that of the Commonwealth.......It
does not give the court any instruc-
tions, but if it considers that the
alteration in the cost of living is such
that the basic wage should be
amended it will be able to effect such
alteration.

Mr. Court: Is that a bad principle?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No: it is

a good principle, but it is one which the
hon. member now denies because he has
approved of the pegging of the basic wage
whilst prices have been going up. His
desire is to prevent the court from giving
consideration periodically to cost of living
figures in order that the wage shall be a
wage fixed in accordance with those
figures. The hon. member cannot have It
both ways.

Mr. Court: You are not
We have always advocated
"may" should be left in the
to make it "Shall."

correct there.
that the word
Act. You tried

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. members knows, and his speech the
other night proves it, that he has ap-
proved of the fixation of wages--the peg-
ging of wages-uring a period when the
east of living has been rising.

Mr. Court: I have never advocated the
Pegging of wages; I have always resisted
the Pegging of wages.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
Mr. Justice Higgins was delivering his
Judgment in connection with basic wage
fixation he set out to show the principles
upon which it ought to be established, and
he said-

It is very gratifying to find that a
Practice has grown up, and is increas-
ing now that employers and employees
have come to understand the ways of
this court, of agreeing to vary the
basic wage periodically, according to
the fluctuations of the tables of the
Commonwealth Statistician. The
tables are applied to my rough and
tentative finding of 7s. Per day, 42s.
Per week, In the Harvester case of
1907. The value of an accepted stan-
dard for wages can hardly be exagger-
ated. But the finding should, after all
those momentous years. be revised in
the light of actual facts.
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The judge then went on to deal with what
Is the basic wage and the living wage and
he added-

I do not like to quote myself, al-
though I think I was the first to use
the expression, "basic wage"; but I
may quote "Heydon, J.," who puts the
idea accurately (Bulletin of New
South Wales Board of Trade, 1928.
page 9).

"The living wage must relate to the
humblest class of worker. It has to
recognise a standard, and that stan-
dard must clearly be his; otherwise.
there would be as many living wages
as classes. Whereas the living wage
is the lowest which any male adult
worker, not licensed as a slow worker,
should receive, and is based, not on
the value of his work, but on his re-
quirements as a man in a civilised com-
munity, which has resolved that, so
far as laws can do it, competition
shall be no longer allowed to crush
him into sweated condition."

Once we accept the standard and fix a
wage in accordance with the cost of lvng
figures. there is no justification for peg-
ging that wage at a time when prices are
rising, thus bringing about a reduction in
the standard previously agreed upon. That
is what has happened for months; and
that is what would happen if we followed
what is being advocated in some quarters
-that we should refrain from these
periodical adjustments of wages and fix
them at a level, irrespective of the rises
which are taking place in the cost of liv-
ing.

Hon.
to how
will be

D. Brand: Is it not a question as
often and over what periods they
adjusted?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no justification for holding wages at a
fixed level while prices are rising.

Hon. D. Brand: Would you suggest do-
ing it more often than quarterly?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
would not be practicable.

Hon. D. Brand: There you are!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At the
time when Mr. Lindsay was dealing with
this question, he quoted figures to show
the different basic wages ruling in the
various States, and compared to the Com-
monwealth. He showed that in some in-
stances the Federal basic wage was higher
in some States than the State basic wage;
although that was not the position in
Western Australia at that time. No at-
tempt was made by the Commonwealth
Government then-at a time of falling
prices--to bring all the wages into line,
such as it is proposing to do now. That
Government took no action, not even the
.suggestion of an action, to bring about

uniformity in the fixation of wages, It is
only now, when rising prices are likely to
drag wages up, that this action is advo-
cated.

There are those who hold the view that
wages are responsible all the time for the
level of prices and that if we keep adding
to the wage we must inevitably force prices
up. Unfortunately for those who hold that
theory, history does not support them.
From 1914 to 1930 there was an increase
in the basic wage of from 54s. to 86s. Dur-
ing that period there was a 60 per cent.
increase in the wage and if the theory
that increased wages will force prices up-
if not to the same extent, then to a greater
extent,-is correct, one would have expected
that during the period I mentioned prices
would have risen by at least 60 per cent.-
probably more.

Mr. Court: Which period was that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From
1914 to 1930. As a matter of fact, although
wages rose during that period by 60 per
cent., the cost of living rose by only 46
per cent, because there were other forces
at work. In dealing with this situation the
then Minister for Works in 1930 said, as a
Justification for the action he was then
taking-

I do not think it right that people
who are in work should receive more
in wages or salaries now than they
should be receiving merely because
money is more valuable today.

If It Is not right that workers should
receive more in wages and salaries because
of a fall in prices, it is equally not right
that they should receive less in wages and
salaries because of a rise in prices. I do
not think any member can disagree with
that. That being so, there is no case for
pegging of wages at any stage, seeing that
the wage is fixed on the cost of living
Prices; and if we control prices, we in-
evitably control wages.

Mr. Court: There is one vital difference
in the two periods you are talking about;
and that is that today there is a wage
determined on the capacity to pay and not
directly on the cost of living figures.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
very little, if any, of that in the present
wage because I think it was wiped out
during the period when the wage was
pegged. I am sure it was.

Mr. Court: No, it was not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How
much remains?

Mr. Court: I cannot give you the exact
figures, but I can find out for you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course, the hon. member cannot give me
the exact figures because it is quite obvious
that during the period when the wage was
pegged, all the extra loading was wiped
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out! That is my firm belief. I will find
out tomorrow for sure because it is a
simple matter to do so.

Hon. D. Brand: That means that two
of you are going to find out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is as
well that we should be correct about it.
My impression is, from the figures that I
have seen from time to time, that during
the period that wages have been pegged,
the loading which was given to the basic
wage as a prosperity loading has been com-
pletely wiped out.

Let us see how we got into this inflation-
ary spiral. Obviously, rising wages was
not the reason because they were pegged
for a long Period. For some time I have
taken the trouble to cull from various pub-
lications which I read from time to time
analyses of the accounts of successful com-
panies operating in Australia. I think the
first one we should deal with, because it
affects Government expenditure to a very
large extent, is B.H.P. Pty. Ltd. I wish
to quote from the "Financial Review," of
the 9th August, 1956. The article is by
a stock exchange correspondent of that
Paper and the heading is, "An Investor's
Notebook." The article reads--

aMHP. is Australia's biggest comn-
pany so its figures must always be
impressive. But this morning's ac-
counts impress more than usually, for
1955-56 was a year of tremendous
expansion even for a company to which
expansion is normal activity.

Expenditure of £21.6 million over
the year on freeholds, leaseholds, plant
and machinery, is outstanding even by
comparison with the previous year's
less than -t1O million figure.

But for the shareholder, or the
prospective shareholder, the net profit
may be even more interesting-the
figure of £8.6 million is half as great
again as the previous disclosed result
of £4.3 million. To them the latest
result, equal to some 23 per cent. on
capital at balance date, may make the
10 per cent, dividend rate appear
rather modest.

And It Is modest--even more than
it seems. B.H.P. is a conservative
organisation and one which holds firm
views on the inadequacy of present
rates of asset depreciation allowed for
taxation purposes. Hence the write
off of nearly £3 million (last year
£838,000) to provision for increased
cost of plant replacement before arriv-
ing at the disclosed profit figure. And
this in addition to "normal" deprecia-
tion of £8.7 million (U5 million last
year).

If we can work back from the dis-
closed tax provision, it appears that
the B.H.P. group had a taxable profit
of something like 14 million pounds
and a net profit 8.4 million pounds
(an earning rate on capital in the
vicinity of 30 Per cent.)

[III

This very handsome result is not
explained entirely by increased pro-
duction, which was some 6 per cent.
greater than for the previous 12
months. Some significance must be
placed on increased prices charged
on steel products.

In this connection, I would like to quote
what they are because they affect the
State Government as well as a lot of
other people. Despite that tremendous
profit last year. this company found it
necessary to make these increases in
prices: Their price for steel plate, on the
25th August, 1955. was £42 '7s. 6d. a ton
and on the 1st May of this year the price
was lifted to £44 '7s. 6d. a ton-an increase
of £2. For rolled mild steel, fiats, angles.
squares, etc., the price at the 25th August,
1955, was £37 10s. a ton and that price was
Increased to £40 10s. a ton. The company's
price for joists was £36 10s. and it was
increased to £40 10s.

One would have Imagined that with a
profit history such as I have quoted from
the "Financial Review" this company
would have been satisfied. But no! High
and still higher profits must be the order
of the day for Australia's biggest company.
No wonder the cost of carrying out Gov-
ernment works is going up! No wonder
prices are rising in Australia!I All this
has been going on while wages have been
pegged, because the country could not
afford to pay higher wages.

Mr. Court: This company is paying 25
per cent. over the standard wage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
making everybody else pay for it.

Mr-. Roberts: Have you got the com-
parative figures for the imported product?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
has that to do with it?

Mr. Court: It has a lot to do with it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Surely

the large profit that this company is
making is not a reason for putting up Its
prices!

Mr. Court: Its profits are being
ploughed back into Australia.

Mr. Wild: It is making more employ-
ment for other people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Look
how members opposite defend this sort
of thing!

Hon. 13. Brand: Why not?
Mr. Roberts: I just asked a question.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

member for Bunbury defends the company.
Hon. L. Thorn: Why did you look at

me when you said that?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was

a mistake.
Ron. D. Brand: Are you going to send

this speech to the Minister for Mines?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member thinks it desirable. I might
do so. I am stating only facts, so I do
not care where it goes.

Mr. Wild: You are bound to get more
capital if you do that!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I nlow
wish to speak of a commodity of a different
kind-breakfast foods, eornflour and the
like. Let us see the figures in relation
to a company that deals with these com-
modities.

Mr. Court: You will not have to worry
about them for much longer because the
member for Leederville, if he has his way,
will stop us from eating.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Johnson: He always mutters when

he talks about me.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!£
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will

now quote from the "Financial Review" of
the 9th August, 1956. Part of an article in
it reads as follows:-

Clif. Love Seems Fully Priced for
Long-Range Advantages.

Probably not more than a handful
of companies listed on the Sydney
Stock Exchange can surpass Clifford
Love & Co. Ltd.'s dividend record and
other investment qualities. Conse-
qluently1 investors will be strongly
attracted by the company's new issue,
and a purchaser of the "rights" may
need to be very lucky to obtain an
immediate return of 54 per cent.

I would like to read a few other excerpts
from this very interesting article. The first
reads-

After a long and laudable dividend
record, distribution this year will be
lifted in amount although the rate is
down-a technical adjustment after
the record bonus Issue of last October.

Having accumulated so much profit the
previous October, the company then un-
loaded it by making a bonus issue to Its
shareholders, and, of course, upon that
additional parcel of shares each fortunate
shareholder would draw his very high
dividend. The next excerpt is as follows:-

Excluding shares allotted to former
owners of Strattons, dividend distri-
bution for 1955-56 at the intended rate
of 7f per cent. per annum will take
£41,120, compared with £38,074 when
12J per cent. was paid on the pre-
bonus capital.

Total 1955-56 distribution will be
£56,847, and next year's distribution at
an unchanged rate will require £62,532.

These sums appear large in view of
the disclosed net profits of recent
years. But investors have come to
treat the profit figures as nothing more
than an index of performance. They

are declared after undisclosed tax Pro-
vision. For the past five years they
averaged only 13.64 per cent. on capi-
tal.

That is a company which Is supplying
foods directly entering into the regimen of
the worker and there again, when we were
supposed to have been in diffculty, the
story during that Period has been one of
bonus issues and higher profits. Here is
one right up to date; members have prob-
ably seen this themselves-

Kraft Makes a Record Profit.
Kraft Holdings Ltd. and its sub-

sidiary Kraft Foods Ltd., reported a
record profit of £861,649 in the Year
to June.

The ordinary dividend has been
stepped up from 5 per cent. to 74 per
cent.

The latest dividend, with the pre-
ference charge, required only £135,683
of the profit.

They made £561,649 profit and it only re-
quired £135,883 of that to pay 74 per cent.
It does not take much knowledge of arith-
metic to work out what percentage of the
shareholders' funds that company is
making from an article of diet. I would
like to hear from the member for Nedlands.

Mr. Court: Are You going to read from
the other companies that are down in their
profits?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
very glad the hon. member said that be-
cause I happen to have a complete review
of all the companies.

The Premier: The member for Nedlands
is studying Standing Orders, -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For the
special benefit of the member for Nedlands,
I will quote from the "Financial Review"
of the 26th April, 1956. The heading is
"Company Profits Hold But Prosperity Is
Less Widely Shared." The article then
continues--

Consolidation of the improved earn-
ing rate of the "recovery" year 1953-
54 and a more generous distribution
among shareholders of the results of
better trading were features of Aus-
tralian public company accounts for
1954-55.

However the average earning rate on
capital of more than 1,000 companies
rose by only one per cent., against
three per cent. the previous year, and
disappointing results in several groups
denoted cracks In the facade of pros-
perity.

These figures are revealed in a sur-
vey by the "Review" of the published
results for 1954-55 of 1,070 Australian
public companies.

They show arn average rate of return
on capital of 18.6 per cent.

That is not bad going.
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Mr. Court: All those figures are Dow 12
months out of date.

The Premier: A lot of the capital is
fictitious, too; profits upon profits.

Mr. Court: Your figures are 12 months
out of date because seven out of 10 com-
panies have come out with reduced profits.

The MINSTER FOR WORKS: The
figures for B.H.P. are up to date.

Mr. Court: That is only one company.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:, The

figures for Kraft Holdings Ltd. are up to
date.

Mr. Court: Again only one company.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would

refer the member for Nedlands to "The
West Australian" of the 20th August, 1956,
In which there was an article which read
as follows-

Profit Edged to £1,202,095.
Sydney, Sun. - Consolidated net

profit of Australian Guarantee Corp.
Ltd. barely altered for the year ended
June 30th at £1,202,095-an increase
of £4,858.

The member for Nedlands said that was
out of date.

Mr. Court: You are only taking selected
companies.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
an extract from "The Financial Review"
of the 9th August, 1956, which reads-

Ed. Dunlop: Sheet Anchor for
Patient Investor.

In these days of high interest rates,
a 4.9 per cent. equity yield is some-
thing of an achievement. It is a
symbol of high standing and solid
reserves, and of Power to spellbind
investors with the patience to await
growth benefits.

All these qualifications are met by
Edwards Dunlop and Co. Ltd.. old-
established suppliers of paper, station-
ery and printing machinery. Al-
though this year's profit declined
slightly investors are now paying 40s.
3d. for the £1 shares, several shillings
more than they were some weeks ago.

Here is a record of their capital issues-
1947 1 for 5 Prem. 29..
1948 1 for 4.51 Prem. 20s.
1952 1 for 11.02 Prem. 20s.
1954 1 for 5 Premn. 10s.
1955 3 for 5 Bonus

The Premier: It is a great racket.
Mr. Court: I can see the Minister is

very envious.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, not

envious. I think it is my duty to present
the case as I see it, and to say that there
is very little argument for pegging the
wages of the workers when the big com-
panies have been having the great time

they enjoyed during the whole of the
Period that wages were pegged, while
saying that the economy cannot stand the
wage to which the worker is entitled un-
der the Arbitration Act. Despite all that.
Prices were rising against the worker and
his wages were pegged. That is the
argument and the policy of the member
for Nedlands.

Mr. Court: We have never said "peg
wages".

Mr. May: That is what you said.
Mr. Court: No.
The Premier: The argument of the

member for Nedlands Is that the workers
should be deprived of the cost-of-living
adjustments.

Mr. Court: That Is not the position.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is

so, and that results in a reduction of
wages and the standard of living.

Mr. Court: You are distorting the case
we presented.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
the case, and I quote again from "The
Financial Review" of the 9th August,
1956--

A survey of the company's past
growth supports this conclusion and
suggests that an investor who buys
shares at their high prices now, may
wait for quite some Years before his
investment is showing a generous In-
come yield.

Edwards Dunlop capital growth was
quiescent for more than 10 years
between 1937 and the end of 1947,
when the first post-war premium
share issue was made.

Investment in 100 shares just prior
to the 1947 capital issue would have
cost about 70s. each, or £350.

If the investor had taken up every
new issue to which he was entitled,
his original holding would now be 304
shares, which would have cost hint
the Initial £350, plus £113 in new
capital and premium, a total of £523.

From the regular dividends he bad drawn,
this would represent to the investor a
capital appreciation of approximately 22
per cent. In addition to that, there wouk!
be £170 In dividends. Not a bad record
during the period when the price struc'
ture has been such that the powers that
be in certain quarters have considered it
necessary to peg the workers' wages be-
cause the country could not stand paying
the proper wage.

Accordingly we had to pay the worker
something less than the proper wage. I
would like to know when the economy
will ever be in a position, according to
some people, to pay the rightful wage.
Is it when the companies are making
profits or when they are losing money?
It certainly seems that It Is not when
they are making profits; and I do not
know by what type of reasoning we could
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arrive at the conclusion that we could So we can be absolutely certain that if
put the wages up when the companies are
losing money.

The Premier: The member for Nedlands
knows that the companies which have
profiteered, have butchered our economy.

Mr. Court: Which are these companies
that have profiteered?

The Premier: The Minister for Works
has mentioned a number and I could also
mention some.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To con-
tinue with the extract from "The Finan-
cial Review"-

Looking at it from a more recent
point of view, investment in 100 shares
just prior to the 1952 issue in Novem-
ber would have cost about 60s. a share,
or £300.

If the investor also took up his 1954
Issue entitlement and benefited in the
1955 bonus, his holding would now be
208 shares for a total cost of £340.

This holding is now worth £418 at
current market prices, a capital ap-
preciation of 22 P.c. in less than four
years.

Since 1952, the investor also would
have received close to £70 in dividends.

It is clear that the "icing on the
cake" was undoubtedly the three-for-
five bonus issue last November.

It was worth waiting for-but
patience was definitely necessary.

Then we get an outline of just what the
financial results have been from 1952. I
propose to quote again from the same
publication-

Profit Trend.
Profit oni Ordi nary
Net Earning Rat.

capital
£e Per cent.

... 84,229 14.61
83,632 13.91

.. 114,173 18.83

.. 120,162 16.66

.. 117,397 11.62
-After Bonus Isue.

Rate
Dividend

Per cent.
121
121
15
15

-111

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One may
be sure that an analysis of a balance
sheet will not show profits at less than
what they really are; and in very many
cases profits can be taken as being con-
siderably greater than the figures disclose,
the reason being that it is a simple mat-
ter to create substantial reserves in a com-
pany and to hide them; and so, when pro-
fits are worked out on a percentage basis
on shareholders' funds, it is not possible
for a Person not in possession of all the
information to know whether the rate of
Profit is calculated on the original capital
or on the original capital plus profits which
are retained in the business by way of
reserves.

the Published figures of a company show
a profit rate of 15 per cent., it Is not less
than 15 per cent., and could be 30 per
cent. or 40 per cent.; and this building up
of shareholders' funds by issuing bonus
shares imposes a greater task on the com-
pany to earn its level dividend rate. But
we find so many instances of this level
dividend rate having been maintained and
improved during a period when It has been
said the economy of the country could
not stand paying the workers the correct

I have here a review which was carried
out by the Commonwealth Bank. I quote
from "The West Australian" of the 20th
April of this year. The heading is "Share-
holders Got More Back in 1955." 1 want
to remind members that during that 12
months wages were pegged right through-
out Australia, and these basic wage adjust-
ments were not being made because the
court declined to grant them, on the ground
that the economy of the country could
not stand giving the workers the increases
to which they were entitled, which would
only have maintained the correct level of
wages and not have given them an actual
increase but only a nominal increase. It
has been argued that the economy of the
country could not stand that; yet during
this period, the companies I have been
quoting made these extraordinarily high
profits. This review of the Commonwealth
Bank contains the following: -

Dividends, expressed as a percentage
of shareholders' funds, edged up
slightly in 1955, according to an
analysis made by the Commonwealth
Bank.

Dividends last year averaged B per
cent-a rise of 0.3 per cent. on the
1954 figure. related to the same group
of companies.

The percentage of profits increased
from 9.3 per cent, to 10 per cent.
on shareholders' funds.

In the mining group, where the big-
gest fluctuations occur, dividends last
year rose from 11.2 per cent. to 12.9
Per cent., with profits up from 18.5
per cent to 22.1 per cent.

For the finance group, dividends
were only 0.1 per cent. better in 1955
than in 1954, the figure for last year
being 5.3 per cent.

Profits showed the same rate of in-
crease to 8.6 per cent.

In the manufacturing group, divi-
dends were 0.1 per cent. better at 5.5
per cent. but profits rose from 8.7 per
cent to 9.3 per cent.

In the wholesale and retail trade
group the profit ratio expanded from
9.9 per cent. to 10.1 per cent, with
dividends up from 9.9 per cent, to 10.1
per cent.

Yea, to
April 30th

1952
1953
1954
1955
1956



[21 August, 1958.1 269

Transport, power and other services
showed a dividend increase of 0.3 per
cent., the rate for last year being 5.4
per cent. Profits expanded from 7.6
per cent, to 8.4 per cent.

Although the bank has not kept to
the same group of companies in mak-
ing its analysis in the past five years,
the figures since 1951 have been re-
markably consistent. 'with the profit
ratio showing a variation of only 1.3
per cent. and dividends of only 0.5 per
cent in the period.

There is a record of continued prosperity
and gradualy increasing profits and divi-
dends; and yet that is the period during
which we were supposed to have experi-
enced difficulties in Australia, and when
the economy could not stand paying the
wages to the workers to which they were
entitled. It does not make sense to me.

Next I have a cutting from "The West
Australian" of the 19th May of this year.
No doubt members have read this item.
which is headed, "Rags to Riches', and
deals with the phenomenally successful
business of Woolworths.

Rights to Woolworth's new issue
entered the market arena this week.
After opening at near their theoretical
value they have edged down about 6d.
With a long run ahead of them, the
64-dollar question for potential buyers
is when will be the best time to buy.
At the moment, there would seem to
be no hurry.

Yield, even at the present price,
would not be high. This fact ranks
second, however, with a Woolworth
share. The prime consideration is
capital gain. One Sydney sharebroker
recently worked out what this had
meant to an original purchaser of 100
£1 shares in the company in 1924.

That is a significant year because it was
the year in which the basic wage was
first fixed by legislation in Western Aus-
tralia to cover all industries. Prior to
1924, each union went to the court and got
an award for its own Industry; but, by
the Act of 1924, the Arbitration Court de-
clared a basic wage for the whole of the
State; and that is the Year referred to in
this analysis, which continues:-

If he had taken up all new Issue
entitlements, for a total outlay of
£19,751, he would, today, have a hold-
ing worth £98,000 on current prices.
If he had sold all entitlements at the
lowest recorded sale price of each issue,
his cash proceeds would have totalled
£18,286. In addition, bonus share
Issues would have increased his hold-
ings to a total which would be worth
something like £25,000.

It is this capital accretion which creates
so much difficulty and makes it necessary
for firms to keep putting their prices up
so that they can maintain their dividend

rate on the watered capital. If they are
striving to pay a level 10 per cent., It IS
not 10 per cent, on the original capital
but 10 per cent. on the original capital
which has been added to from time to time
out of profits that have been set aside
over a period of years and at various
periods are made available to shareholders
by means of bonus shares.

Mr. Bovell: I think that In fairness
you should quote the depreciation of capital
in some firms.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no depreciation here.

Mr. Bovell: There has been In certain
firms, and the member for Albany knows
that.

The MIGNISTER FOR WORKS: I will
leave it to the hon. member to cite cases.

Mr. Hovel: The Western Australian
Worsted and Woollen Mills at Albany Is
one, and that Is much closer home than
Woolworths.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
may be due to the fact that the hon. mem-
ber is a director!I

Mr. Bovell: I amr not a director.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I now

quote from "The West Australian" of the
15th August of this year.

Mr. Hovel!: You are giving only one
side of the picture.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
article is headed "Bank Edges Profit Up
to £555,708." It reads as follows:-

The Commercial Bank of Australia
Ltd. in the year to June 30 edged its
net profit up by a little more than
£1,400 to £555,708.

I am sorry that the member for Nedlands
is not here at the moment because he was
anxious to have up-to-date figures. The
article continues:-

The latest profit is after allowing
£765,226 for all taxes.

That is a very liberal allocation, and Is en-
abling the bank to Put aside substantial
reserves of profit which, as sure as night
follows day, will be utilised at some future
period for a liberal issue of bonus shares
on which it will proceed to pay the same
dividend. The article continues:-

After setting aside £50,000 to re-
duction of bank premises and bringing
in £206,559, £224,998 remained to be
carried forward.

To reserve, of course--undistributed pro-
fits.

During the Year, ordinary funds
were increased from £3,052,934 to
£4,105,368 by a Premium issue.

And so it goes on, and industry and the
economy generally has to carry the bur-
den of providing increased profits on that
capital.
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Mr. Nalder: Is that bank interested in Mr. Bovell: The most effective way of
hire purchase?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Prob-
ably. Here Is another very interesting one.
I quote from "The West Australian" of the
'17th April of this year. The article is
beaded "I.A.H. Profit in 1955 was
t,070,054". Not a bad effort. It does
not say that in the Press cutting. I might
add.

The first full year's accounts of
Industrial Acceptance Holdings Ltd.
for the calendar year 1955 show a net
profit of £1,070,054.

This compares with £442,278 profit
in the Period August-December, 1954.

The member for Nedlands was very fear-
ful that the profit was coming down in-
stead of going up. To continue-

Consolidated profit, including profit
of subsidiaries, was £1,882,831 after
£1,222,897 tax and depreciation.

The year before consolidated profit
came out at £1,512,635 after £881,142
tax and depreciation. The dividend
is steady at 16§ per cent. for the year.
The general reserve is strengthened
by the addition of £800,000.

The operating companies continue
to expand but the increase in hire
purchase business has been at a re-
duced rate.

Amounts due under hire purchase
contract to Industrial Acceptance Cor-
poration totalled £39,203,000, at the
end of 1955 against £34,239,000 in 1954
and £23,114,000 In 1953.

Earned insurance premiums by Ajax
and subsidiary in the same period have
risen from £1,273,000 in 1953 to
£2,597,000 at the end of last year.

That has more than doubled in two years.
Mr. Bovell: Which proves that the nation

is living on credit.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It proves

that these people are getting too much
out of the economy of the country at a time
when we cannot afford to pay to the work-
ers the wages to which they are entitled.

Mr. Bovell: Because everybody is living
on credit today and the credit firms are
making hay while the sun shines.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
real money profit earned from businesses
carried on under an economy which is
supposed to be breaking down and which
is said to be incapable of paying the work-
ers their proper wage. If anyone tried to
tell me that we are justified at a period
like this in trying to force upon the work-
ers a reduction in their real wages in order
that this sort of thing may be maintained,
I would take a great deal of convincing.
This Is where we have to take action, and
the wages will look after themselves, be-
cause under the Arbitration Act the wage
Is fixed on the level of prices.

credit.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

most effective way of taking action is to
stop this, I agree.

Mr. Bovell: Stop people operating on
their future pay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To con-
tinue-

At the end of the year about
£6,000,000 of long-term and £7,000,000
of short-term debenture stock was
issued and oustanding.

The directors say that the short-
term stock matures at the rate of
£1,000,000 a month.

I will conclude this aspect of my remarks
by dealing with the question of produc-
tion. Every now and again we hear the
statement, by members of the Opposition
and their fellows in the Federal Parlia-
ment, that the only way in which we can
allow the workers to have their real wages
is to increase production. "Let us produce
more," they say. "and that will be the
answer." I will quote now from the
"Monthly Summary of Australian Condi-
tions," issued by the National Bank, where
at page 3, under the heading of "Record
Productive Power" we see the following:-

In recent years, the stimulus to the
growth in Australian productive power
provided by the war has been replaced
by an ever-growing community re-
quiring more and better Products, and
capital equipment of all kinds. To
meet this market, all branches of In-
dustry have had to overcome many
difficulties associated with rapid ex-
pansion, prominent amongst these
being shortage of skilled labour and
many materials, restrictions on build-
ing and other controls, delays in the
delivery of up-to-date machinery and,
frequently, industrial unrest.

Nevertheless, a great deal of progress
has been made, and these efforts are
bearing fruit. Many new items, pro-
duction of which was unknown, or in-
significant. before the war, have been
added to the list of those produced in
our country. The structure of our
Industry has become more diverse and
more mature. In nearly all fields,
output has improved markedly over
the levels of earlier Years. Of even
greater significance, the improvements
have not been confined to industries
producing commodities ready for sale
"over the counter." Basic raw
materials, and products used in build-
ing and needed for industrial expan-
sion itself, have recorded some notable
increases in output.

By 1955. prewar production figures
for brown coal, electricity generated,
cement sheets, sulphate of ammonia
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and paint were trebled, whilst pro-
duction levels have approximately
doubled for steel, copper, coke. gas,
cement, sulphuric acid and glycerine.

Mr, SPEAUKER: The hon. member's
time has expired.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I move-
That the hon. member's time be

extended.
Motion put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will

not be long in finishing what I have to say.
To continue the extract-

Increases of 50 per cent. or more
have been attained in black coal, zinc,
briquettes and superphosphate produc-
tion. All these commodities are basic
to industrial development.

There is a record of unprecedented im-
provement in production during a period
of phenomenally high Profits, and that
coincides with the period when workers
have had their wages pegged because it
was said the economy of the country could
not stand paying them the wage which
the Arbitration Act entitled them to get.

is that a fair position? What are we to
do to reach a situation where the workers
are entitled to their just wage? It is Idle
to say, "Produce more," because there is
the answer to that-we have produced
more. "Production doubled and trebled,"
"Business buoyant," "Profits high," "Divi-
dends increasing all the time" and in that
setting we have to try to convince people
that the economy of the country cannot
stand an increase in wages! It just does
not make sense!

For the 20 years up to 1930, in only
one year did the workers get an advantage
in their wage because of lower prices; and
that advantage was limited to one penny
in, I think, the year 1914. There was a
slight recession in prices in 1914 and the
worker had a wage which, calculated on
the level of prices, was Id. more than he
should have been getting. But for the
other 19 years, until 1930, he was getting
a wage lower than he should have been
paid because prices were ahead of his wage.

Hon. D). Brand: Do you think we should
abandon the arbitration system?

The ?.mqSTER FOR WORKS: No Goev-
ernment during that period took any action
to give the worker an adjustment of his
wage to bring it up to what the real wage
should have been. But in 1930 action was
taken to bring about quarterly adjustments
because prices were falling and at that
time the worker was enjoying 5s. a week
more than he was entitled to receive on
the basis upon which wages were fixed.

Now we come to a similar situation: We
have an inflationary trend in the com-
munity and we have unemployment. As
a result, a suggestion Is being put around

that the remedy is to get a uniform wage
policy throughout Australia and to remove
the direction to the Arbitration Courts in
the different States with regard to the M~a-
tion of wages, and so work out a wage
which will be uniform throughout, and
which will be a stable wage. I say that
the history of Australia's development and
wage fixation Is all against that argument.

If we want to stabilise our economy and
enable it to pay the proper wage which
it should pay, we have to turn our attention
to prices and profits because prices control
profits. When we have an example, such
as the one I quoted, of B.H.P. Pty. Ltd.
making £14,000,000 profit on its capital, and
still finding it necessary to put up its prices
during a period when there is an inflation-
ary trend, members can see the absolute
necessity for some definite action. Are
these groups too powerful to attack? Are
they to be left to their own devices and
are we to turn our attention to the worker
to see if we can take some more cut of him
in order to stabilise the economy? Surely
that cannot be the way! If ever there was
a time in the State's history, or the nation's
history, when strong action was required to
stabilise the economy it is now!

To eff ect It, we have to grapple with the
big combines and big businesses and con-
trol their prices and profits. Why should
they go on building up large accretions
of shareholders' funds upon which they
endeavour to maintain the level of divi-
dend that they have been paying for years?
It is against all reason and, of course, it
will simply break down eventually. it just
cannot go on; and the sooner we direct
our attention to It, the better.

As the Premier has said, it is probable
that there will be a further conference be-
tween the State Premiers and the Com-
monwealth: and it is to be hoped that when
it does take place those who are called
upon to attend will have had an opportun-
ity to get down to a study of the basic
causes of this trouble instead of being
asked to give attention to one small in-
gredient in it the handling of which can
be no possible solution. This country has
enough productive power and enough de-
velopment ahead of it to enable it to keep
on developing and growing. I will not ac-
cept a line of the suggestion off ered by~
the member for Nedflands-that we have
to slow down on our works; do less of our
water supply works; do less of our road
building, school building and hospital
building. I say that is a futile policy.

Ron. D. Brand: He did not say that.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He im-

Plied it.
Hon. D. Brand: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: His
statement was that there should be a
pricrity list for works and that we should

271
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reduce the volume of public spending in
order to deal with the situation which con-
fronts us at present. That was the theme
of his talk to Parliament.

The Minister for Transport: Of course it
Was.

Hon. D. Brand: He was not the only one.
Those on the other side, in the Common-
wealth sphere, said it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
cannot afford to waste that time. We are
bringing migrants here and we have to
provide homes, schools, hospitals and water
supply systems for them: we have to carry
out drainage works, build roads and do all
the other things which go towards develop-
ing a country. Life is too short for us to
be wasting time slowing down our develop-
ment. We ought to be going ahead as
fast as we can go so that we can bring to
our People the benefits of an expanding
economy and a developing country in order
that during their life-time they will have
their opportunities. It will not be much
satisfaction to them if somebody in 200 or
300 Years' time gets those opportunities.
People today are entitled to all the bene-
fits which science and productive power
can bestow. I suggest that it is In that
direction that we have to look for a solu-
tion to our troubles.

Members: Hear, hear!

MR. HEAL (West Perth) [8.0]: Like
Previous speakers, I congratulate you, Sir,
on Your election as Speaker of this House
and I hope your term of office will be a
long and happy one. I also express my
deepest regret at the passing of Hon.
Harry Hearn and Hon. Don Barker. I
would not be wrong in saying that those
two men were extremely loyal to their
respective Parties and carried out their
duties as members of Parliament in the
highest possible order.

In his remarks at the opening of Parlia-
ment the Lieut.-Oovernor, His Honour Sir
John Patrick Dwyer, In the first page of
his Speech, mentioned that there are some
disquieting features in the State's eco-
nomic outlook and that unemployment,
Particularly in the building industry, is
higher than for some years. He went on
to say that rising costs continue to make
more difficult the financing of necessary
governmental services, and loan funds are
inadequate to meet all urgent require-
ments.

In the West Perth electorate, which I
represent, I am sure I would be safe in
saying that one-quarter of the residents
are new Australians. For the past three
or four months, every week and, in fact.
every day, I have been approached by
Many of these people in seeking my
support to find them some type of em-
ployment. Unfortunately, I have not been

very successful. The only advice I have
been able to give was to tell them to
make sure that they were registered at
the Commonwealth Employment Office and
that if they were still unable to obtain
employment, they were entitled to seek
social benefits.

Although I would be foolish to suggest
that our migration Policy should be
abandoned completely, I think the time
has arrived when the intake of 125,000
migrants annually is a little too much
for this country to absorb. This is borne
out by the fact that so many of them are
out of work. When they have approached
me, quite a number of them have told me
that they have been in the metropolitan
area for three or four months but have
not had one day's work since their arrival
in Australia. Naturally, they get very
discouraged and their only thought is to
catch the next boat that will carry them
back to the country of their birth.

On the 13th August, 1956, the following
article appeared in "The West Austra-
lian':-

Italians Quit W.A. in Hundreds:
Jobs are now Scarce.

About 600 Italians, unable to find
regular work in Western Australia,
are leaving--some for other States
and the others for Italy.

Three hundred of them have gone
to the Eastern States already. The
other 300 have gone-or are booked to
go back to Italy.

The secretary of the Italian Friendly
Society, (Mr. Mifred Strano) said
yesterday that about 80 Italians had
returned to Italy on the Neptunia
recently. Another 100 were booked to
go on the Australia this month.

I think, on the following day, Mr. Preeth,
M.H.R., also had a statement published
in the Press pointing out the quotas
suggested by Mr. Strano were a little out
of order. Nevertheless, I would say, being
in contact with many of these people, that
the figure given by Mr. Strano is near
enough to being correct and that that is
the true position in the metropolitan area
at present.

Earlier in the day I asked the Premier
a question without notice as to what the
Commonwealth Government was doing to
relieve the unemployment position in this
State. The Premier did say that he had
approched the Commonwealth Treasurer
for an extra grant for this purpose. In
view of the promise given by the Common-
wealth Government. the Government of
this State has set in train various works
which will enable some of these people to
be relieved of their Plight. However, we
now find, on the Premier's return from
the most recent coniference that he still has
not had a definite assurance from the
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Federal Treasurer as to what amount the Hon. L. Thorn: What is the case?
State will receive and when the money
will be available.

if the money is not forthcoming, the
Premier has stated that this work that has
been put in band will have to be discon-
tinued and those People who are em-
ployed on the job will have to find alter-
native work in the metropolitan area.
What the employment position is in the
metropolitan area I do not know, but I
am led to believe that there are not many
kinds of jobs available in the country for
these people. I think it was the Leader of
the Opposition and the member for Ned-
lands who suggested to the Premier that,
when he attended the Premiers' Confer-
ence, the Premiers should approach the
problem on a non-political basis and get
down to solid facts in an endeavour to
relieve the economic position in Australia.

I would like those two members to sug-
gest what the Commonwealth Government
is doing if they do not consider that it is
using delaying tactics in honouring a
promise that was given to the Premier in
June last. A period of three months has
now elapsed, and we still have not had
a reply as to the amount of money we are
to receive for the relief of our unemployed.
To whom can a State turn for extra funds
when it is in difficulty? There is only one
authority to which it can go, and that
is the Commonwealth Government.

Hon. D2. Brand: When the Common-
wealth Government increases taxes to ob-
tain that amount, it will still be criticised.

Mr. HEAL: I do not think it will have
to increase the taxes because we have read
in the Press that last year the Common-
wealth Government had a surplus of
E70,000,000. If it cannot distribute some
of that money to relieve the unemploy-
ment position in this State. I do not know
what it is going to do with it. The Com-
monwealth Government has many ways
of raising money which are not available
to the States. I suggest to members op-
posite that they get down to tintacks in
an endeavour to do something to solve this
problem.

Mr. Nalder: If the Government cannot do
anything, there is not much hope for the
Opposition.

Mr. HEAL: The Opposition is of the
same political colour as that of the Com-
monwealth Government, and it appears
that it might have more influence with
the Commonwealth Government.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Have a word with
Arty!

Mon. D2. Brand: It would have a better
chance than having a talk with a dolt.

Mr. HEAL: I am certain that the case
put before the Commonwealth Govern-
ment by the State is sound; but in spite
of that, the Commonwealth Is still adopt-
ing delaying tactics.

Mr. HEAL: I do not think the hon.
member would understand it if I did state
it. The following figures show the num-
ber of unemployed who were registered
at the Commonwealth Employment Office
as at the 30th June, 1956:-

Males Females Total
Unemployed registereld
in receipt Of benefits
Number of vacancies

-. 3,685 807
.. 1,499 107

522 309

4,492
1,606

In respect of the number of vacancies
that are available, it was stated that there
are 522 for males, but when an investiga-
tion was made into what types of jobs
these were, it was discovered that they
were mainly for youths of the age of 15
to 16 who were just leaving school.
Naturally, migrants could not take these
jobs. Again, the country jobs that were
available were mostly on stations and
hotels which generally required the hus-
band to do the work around the establish-
ment and the wife to do the cooking.

The latest figures, as at the 30th July,
1956, are as follows:-

Males Females Total
Unemployed registered - 4,399 900
Ins reeipt of benefit ... 1,959 123
Number of tacancies .... 491 391

5,299
2,082

A comparison of those figures will show
that in one month there has been an in-
crease of approximately 800 unemployed
persons.

It will be seen, therefore, that the posi-
tion month by month appears to be
gradually getting worse. Unless something
is done in the near future I do not know
how these People will get on. At the
present time a number of these new Aus-
tralians are living and depending on the
goodness of heart of their fellow-country-
men, but I do not think they will be able
to stand that for very long.

I would like to quote from a leading
article in "The West Australian" of the
18th August, 1956. It reads as follows:-

If the Federal Government were true
to its principles the whole emphasis of
its policy would be on production and
still more Production, which implies
freedom for private enterprise and
national development within the
widest safety limits.

Hon. D. Brand: The Minister for Works
would not agree with that.

Mr. HEAL: To continue-
That would involve firm rejection of
price control and other interferences
with private enterprise, vigorous
migration and an intensified search for
overseas capital. But the Government.
which has never manifested economic
responsibility since it took office in
1949, has sold the pass.
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In the local newspapers in recent weeks, I agree with the ban on trucks backing
we have seen many statements from the
Minister for Transport as to what he in-
tends to do to alleviate the transport prob-
lem in the metropolitan area. In the
"Daily News" of the 8th August, there is a
photograph of double parking in Forrest
Place. I appreciate the problems that con-
front the Minister for Transport and the
difficulty he will have in solving them. But
I think members will agree that something
drastic must be done to overcome this
transport difficulty.

My electorate covers the main city block
as tar as Barrack-st. and the double park-
ing and other types of interference, such
as trucks backing in and out of lanes, are
causing the biggest problem so far as the
free flow of traffic is concerned. I hope
the Minister will take the matter up as
earnestly as he indicated he would, to over-
come these traffic problems.

About 12 to 18 months ago the previous
Minister for Transport introduced a no-
parking ban on both sides of William-st.
from 'the Espla~tadc' )Vblllfgttnst. this
immediately created hardship for the busi-
ness people In the area. They approached
me with facts and figures and stated that
their business turnover had dropped by 50
per cent. a week. They protested to me
and I Introduced a deputation to the
Minister, with the result that we now have
no-parking in certain areas of William-st.
while in others parking is Permitted be-
tween certain times.

I think it will be necessary to introduce
no-parking in the city block, but if the
Minister proposes to do so he should tackle
It on an overall basis and not apply it
merely to William-st. and not to Barrack-
at. If it is done throughout the city area,
we will have traffic flowing freely. I think
it is apparent to all of us that the trains
prove a great obstruction In Hay-St. and
Barrack-st.. and until they are removed
this problem will be difficult to overcome.

The shifting of the Scarborough bus site
from Wellington-st. to Murray-st. was, in
my opinion, a major blunder. The reason
why it was shifted from Wellington-st. is
that the buses used to turn around in front
of the railway station and cut across the
traffic flow east and west of Wellington-st.
But in moving the site to Murray-st., it is
now necessary for these buses to cut
through the line of traffic in Wellington-st.
and Milllgan-st. I do not think it has re-
lieved the congestion to any extent.

'flu big trailer buses of the Scarborough
Bus Co. are parked in the heart of the city
and it is necessary for them to turn from
Murray-st. into William-st. and then into
Wellington-st. It will not be long before
there Is a major accident if this system Is
persisted with, and somebody will be badly
hurt by one of these large double trailer
buses. I Sincerely hope the Minister will
'd6 something about the matter in the near
Tutdre in order to give that Part of the city
some relief.

in and out of lanes. The people con-
cerned in the city have been given 12
months to do something about it. The
People between Milligan-st. and George-
st. have a big problem in their lack of
a laneway through to the connecting
streets. Some of the firms have been
there for years, have built up their busi-
nesses and naturally do not desire to shift
out. These firms also have storage and
Packing sheds there and the lack of a
laneway proves a. great problem to them.
They wish to co-operate but find them-
selves up against a brick wall in their
endeavour to tackle the Problem. They
have said that they will do their best to
overcome the difficulty, and if they are
not able to do so, they may have to re-
vert to loading and unloading their trucks
before 8 a.m. or after 6 p.m.

In common with the member for South
Perth, I would like to say a few words
of Praise In support of the bridge to be
built across the Narrows. This project
will link South Perth and West Perth.
When the bridge across the Narrows was
first mooted, the people in the vicinity of
Mounts Bay-rd., Mount-st. and Malcolm-
st. panicked at the thought of what would
happen to their Premises, and also as to
what was likely to happen when so much
of the river area was reclaimed. Repre-
sentations were made to me and I led a
deputation of the people of the area to
the Minister for Works. After he had In-
dicated to them what the Position would
be when the bridge was finally established,
their worries and fears were relieved.

To some extent their main concern was
the reclamation of a certain acreage of the
Swan River. They felt it was wrong to
reclaim so much of the stream. The Minis-
ter pointed out that when it was reclaimed,
the channel would be deeper and the water
would be faster moving in its flow and the
tendency would be to decrease the algae,
the flies and the mosquitoes which prove to
be such a nuisance In the sumnner months.
People from St. George's Terrace have
complained about the dreadful smell, and
the nuisance which the mosquitoes pre-
sent in that area In the evening.

A road has to be cut through Mount-st.
and Malcolm-st., finally Joining up with
George-st., and unfortunately some People
will have to lose their premises. I think,
however, that this Is necessary and must
be done for the benefit of everybody and
to help with the future traffic problem.
I understand that in ten Years' time there
will be an underground Subway through to
George-st. I hope, however, that that will
be a reality in less than ten years.

I asked the Minister for Agriculture a
question this afternoon on the subject of
the breeding of Alsatian dogs not being
Permitted in Western Australia. I am
not an authority on Alsatian dogs, or any
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other type of dog, but I have had a pro-
test made to me by a person in my elec-
torate and he asked me to find out some
details for him. I would ask the Minister
to repeal the legislation dealing with this
subject on the statute book at the present
time.

I-on. J. B. Sleeman: When that was
passed the place was crowded with them.

Mr. HEAL: I believe so. I read in the
Hansard reports of 1920 the debates re-
lating to them. Regarding the question
asked by me, New South Wales disallows
the breeding of Alsatian dogs in certain
districts, but in Victoria, Queensland and
South Australia apparently the breeding
of that type of dog is not banned. I wish
to read a few of the letters I received and
which I shall hand to the Minister for his
advice. I shall be guided by his views.
No doubt his technical officers will make a
full report to him. I wish to read this
letter first of all on the subject-

I am writing in the hope to have
the Alsatian Dog Act of 1929 abolished.

It is now over twenty-five years
since this Act was passed. The wonder
of it is, that it has survived so long.
This is the only State in the Com-
monwealth, and indeed, Sir, the only
Place in the world, where you are not
allowed to breed the Alsatian, or to
give the correct name, the German
shepherd dog. All Alsatians. in this
State have to be desexed. The reason
for this, I believe, is that they may
cross with the dingo.

I will now quote from an article which
I have in my possession and is available to
any member of the Rouse to read if he
desires to do so.

Theories and Misconceptions about
the Dingo.

There Is also a universal belief that
the dingo crosses readily with all
breeds of dogs. This is fallacious.
The dingo does not cross readily with
a domestic dog.

Mr. Ackiand: Don't you believe that,

Mr. HEAL: I do not. That information
was placed before me, and I am passing it
on to the House.

Ron. A. F. Watts: It would be advisable
for you to read the debates when the Act
was amended about 20 years ago.

Mr. HEAL: I have read the debates. No
doubt Country Party members know more
about this subject than I. The letter goes
on-

It is widely believed that all sorts
of dogs have crossed with the dingo.
It is even said that the dingo will
search for a domestic mate. The dingo
mates for life. If its mate is killed,
it chooses another-a dingo.

I also have a book in my possession
which is available to any member of-
the H-ouse, which by reading a chap_
ter of it, will prove beyond doubt, that.
the Alsatian has no connection with;
the wolf.

The main reason why this person and
others want the Act to be repealed is that
when an Alsatian dog Is desexed, it loses
a certain amount of its senses. Most
People seem to think that this might be
the cause of making the dogs wild to a
certain extent. I believe that is so.

A letter from a police constable stationed
in the metropolitan area sets out the fol-
lowing-

I am a police constable, and have
been a, member for the past 28 years.
I have compiled this report on the
value of the Alsatian dog from
experiences, not from hearsay, or
books. I have been the owner of
Alsatian dogs, for house purposes, and
for work, for the past 15 years.

During World War II, I had an
Alsatian dog whilst stationed at Fre-
mantle; this dog, I am happy to say,
was better than any two men, in the
way of assistance and help in black-
outs, brawls, etc. This dog would, if
necessary, rescue drowning persons,
and children in particular. Never was
this dog savage, or rough; only when
told to be so.

For the past four years, I have had
an Alsatian dog at the police station,
Guildford. This dog has been trained
by me for the purpose of tracking lost
persons and at the present time the
value placed on this particular dog is
£100. This dog has been taught to
respect sheep, fowls and any other
animal, and in fact, will work sheep In
the manner of any other dog which
has been taught. Children may if they
so desire climb over this dog In any way
without him taking the least bit of
notice. In my opinion, and I am not
without years of experience, the Al-
satian dog is the most intelligent dog
I have ever heard of.

Re sterlilsation: I am greatly
against this, as I know that when a
dog has been sterilised It reduces Its
intelligence to a certain extent, A
dog that has not been sterilised, Is
more sensible and active. It only
stands to reason immediately you
sterilise a dog or any other animal,
for that fact, his interest in life lacks,

Re sheep killing: Any dog, no mat-
ter what his breed, when it is in the
company of another dog. will kill sheep
if they are allowed to wander, especi-
ally in the early hours of the morn-
ing. This I have proved by experience.
I am against the Act, which prohibits
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the import of Alsatian dogs, without
being sterised. That is an Act of
grandfather's day when dogs were
allowed to wander where they pleased.

I am not going to say that Alsatian
dogs should be allowed to come into
Western Australia to anyone who may
desire to have one to breed from. They
would have to be controlled and rigidly
too. If they are not there would be
Alsatian dogs everywhere and you
would find that they would be out of
control in no time. I have compiled
this report in an effort to assist in
this Act being abolished or revised so
that Alsatian dogs may be allowed to
enter Western Australia, without being
sterilised. If this be successful I in-
tend to import dogs to be used in
police work. I again say that the
Alsatian dog is the most Intelligent
of all dogs.

The offcer-in-charge of the school for
guide dogs for the blind is also very in-
terested to see the Act repealed. He con-
siders the Alsatian to be suitable and use-
ful as a guide dog. They are in use in
very many parts of the British Empire
as guide dogs for the blind. Quoting from
another extract of the 26th September,
an Englishwoman said that her guide dog
was an Alsatian and good in its work. I
have read of a woman who was badly
mauled by a bull dog, yet that type is
allowed to be bred in this State. Quoting
from "The West Australian" of the 29th
May-

Killer Dogs Savage 51 Sheep-Two
Killed: Minigenew, Mon.-Dogs killed
and mutilated 51 sheep on the pro-
perty of Mr. E. F. Smart at Mingenew
yesterday. The loss is estimated at
more than £9200.

I would ask the Minister and his officers
to look into this matter. If It is for the
benefit of the State that the ban on Alsa-
tians should be continued that would be
all right as far as I was concerned.

When the contentious s.p. betting Bill
was passed in this House, approximately
12 months ago, one of the conditions was
that the board should make a report and
review the position relating to the setting
up of totalisators in this State. That
report has been compiled and has been
tabled in this House. I have studied the
document. In "The West Australian" of
the 8th August. 1956. a report states-

Board Say No to Tote Plan: By a
majority decision of three to two, the
Betting Control Board has opposed
the provision of off-the-course totali-
sators in this State.

The board's views were given in two
reports tabled in the State Parlia-
ment yesterday.

The report presented by the Betting Con-
trol Board Is a very comprehensive one.

Occasional statements have been made
In the newspapers by the president of the
Trotting Association, and these have been
given prominence. They imply that the
S.D. shops are ruining racing and trotting
in this State and suggest that totalisators
should take the place of the s.p. shops.
After reading that report and the sugges-
tions regarding how the totalisators could
be worked in the metropolitan area, un-
less that gentleman has a more practical
proposition to put before Parliament, it
is quite futile to introduce totalisators at
the present time. It has been suggested
that totalisators are not workable.

Those Interested in this matter should
take notice of what has been suggested
by the Premier to some of the deputations
he has received. He told them quite plainly
that totalisators could not be installed In
the metropolitan area, and that they
should brighten up their racing pro-
grammes and so attract more people to
their courses. Members will agree that
throughout Australia racing and trotting
are on the decline today. That is only
natural because they are luxury sports and
most people, including a lot of working
people, who used to go to the races have,
because of the present economic position
of Australia, had to refrain from doing so.

Mr. Nalder: They are more interested
in Australian rules football.

Mr. HEAL; That is a good thing and I
hope the hon. member Is right. In the last
financial year the A.J.C. lost £10,000. in
the State where that organisation oper-
ates, there is no legalised s.p. betting; yet
there was a decline in both attendance
and totalisator turnover. The position is
apparent that the sport Is gradually going
downhill because of the present state of
affairs.

Why these clubs should repeatedly make
requests to the Government for more
turnover tax to assist them, I do not know.
I have seen some of their bank statements.
I think that the trotting club and the
racing club in this State each has in the
vicinity of a £50,000 cash bank balance.
The trotting club has had many thousands
of pounds set aside for the building of a
new members' stand, and if it went ahead
and Implemented that scheme, it would
attract more patrons to the course. The
members tell me that the present condi-
tions at the course are not 100 per cent.
and that If the association erected this
building there and further expanded its
membership, it Would be able to increase
the attendances.

I am not going to say that the legal s.p.
betting has not had some effect--it may
have had a little effect-on the attend-
ances, but I do not think it has had the
effect that has been mentioned in the
newspapers throughout Western Austra-
lia. We read where one of the racing
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clubs recently tried the experiment of ad-
mitting people free into the leger. By
the pictures that appeared in the Press,
that seemed to be a huge success and I
cannot see why the racing clubs cannot
continue with the experiment. We heard
of the trotting clubs trying out Friday
night racing, but they gave it a trial for
only a short period, and according to the
newspaper the totalisator turnover showed
a small increase. Yet the clubs reverted
to the Saturday night, the secretary of
the W.A. Trotting Association giving as
the only reason, that in Western Australia
it was traditional to have trotting on a
Saturday night.

The success of the totalisator in New
Zealand has been painted out. I can well
imagine it would be a success there be-
cause I believe the system in that country
is worked within a very compact area. In
Western Australia, where the areas are
large, it would be quite futile to put it
into operation. The report which lies on
the Table also points out that illegal S.D.
betting is still rife in New Zealand. The
introduction of totalisators will not, I am
sure, abolish legal s.p. betting.

We have read of the efforts made by the
Perth City Council. in co-operation with
the State Government, to try to induce
the authorities concerned to bold the
Empire Games in Perth in the year 1962.
1 am sure all members will support that
move and will congratulate these bodtes
on taking the initial steps, but if we are
to be given priority over South Australia,
we have to get down to tin tacks and pro-
vide the necessities for these games.

Mr. Nalder: What Is your idea concern-
ing the building of a swimming pool in
King's Park?

Mr. HEAL: I am just leading up to that.
it is natural that we will have to build a
lot more sporting facilities than we have
here now. if we are to bold the games In
this State. I am certain we would have to
build a new cycling track. I understand
the Perth City Council is now having
plans prepared for it. In addition, we will
want a new running track and stadium
and, above all, an Olympic pool.

The question of Just where we can build
an Olympic pool has been a controversial
one over recent months. We do not want
to get into the same trouble as the auth-
orities in Victoria have in relation to the
Olympic Games that are to be held there
in the near future. We have read where
strikes have taken place and officials have
resigned so that they look like having
just the necessary things ready when the
Games start. We do not want that to
happen here, but we may unless we get
down to some solid basis in regard to the
Olympic pool. Many people think King's
Park is the only place for it.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Who?

Mr. HEAL: "The West Australian" sug-
gested that King's Park was the best place
for it.

Mr. Oldfleld: That was this morning;
two years ago it commended the member
for North Perth on the action he took.

Mr. HEAL: I suppose "The West Aus-
tralian" is allowed to change its mind; we
occasionally do in this Chamber. We also
read that the Perth City Council was in
favour of this site and had approached the
Government to see whether it would Intro-
duce legislation to that end.

As a member of the King's Park Board,
I would like to explain the board's position.
Many People think that the board has been
approached and has given approval for
such a proposition, and that it has recom-
mended it to the Minister for Lands. That
is not the case. It has never considered
the matter and has certainly not given
approval for an Olympic pool to be situated
in King's Park. What has taken place is
that approximately 12 months ago the
Perth City Council sought the reaction of
the King's Park Board to the proposition.
The board told the councii that It, the
board, would not consider the matter until
such time as the council provided plans
and specifications of the aquatic centre
that it envisaged.

The board said that it would then go
into the matter, but those plans have not
yet been forthcoming, although I believe
they are being prepared at the present
time. The King's Park Board has not said
whether it is or is not in favour of an
Olympic pool being constructed there. The
position Is that if the board ever has to
make a decision on the matter, and It is in
favour of the pool, then the question has
to be Introduced by the Minister for Lands
into this Chamber, for approval, and later
into the Legislative Council. Many people
think that the board is behind this matter
and has given it its support, but that Is not
so. It has not even considered or discussed
it at its meetings.

Mr. Nalder: There is a lot of opposition
in the country to that move.

Mr. HEAL: There is strong opposition
to It everywhere. I have had letters from
people in my electorate asking me to vote
solidly against the question should It ever
come before this House. On the other
hand, I have received letters asking me to
support it. At the present time, I have
not made up my mind; I will Judge it when
it comes before the Chamber. Also, as a
member of the National Fitness Council, I
want to say that that body has set up what
it calls an ad hoc committee to make in-
vestigations throughout the metropolitan
area and to suggest the best sites for an
Olympic pool. I sincerely hope that they
can make a selection of two or three sites
and then the best of them can be chosen,
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if we want to have the games In Western
Australia, we must get busy and make a
start on the Job.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: 'What acreage is
Involved in such an aquatic centre?

Mr. HEAL: I believe It would be about
20 acres as there would be two or three
pools, together with various facilities and
also a parking area. I suggest to the-
authorities that they get on with the job in
order to arrive at the facts and figures.

Recently I was fortunate enough to have
a trip by road to Shark Bay and I believe
that centre could be made into an excellent
tourist attraction by the expenditure of
money on the erection of hostels or other
accommiodation for visitors. Local resi-
dents tell me that the area is already be-
coming more popular with tourists year by
year and the fishing there is second to
none in Australia. We went out with a
professional fisherman who, in one haul,
netted 2,200 lb. of whiting, and schnapper
were also plentiful. While I was there the
professional fishermen could have gone out
each day and netted 2,000 or 3,009 lb. of
fish, but there was already so much on the
market that it would not have paid them
to do so.

Mr. Norton'. Were the prices any lower?
Mr. HEAL: No, they said the prices in

Perth were too steep for the quantity of
fish that was available to be caught. One
of the main problems, of course, is the
transport of the fish to the metropolitan
area. At present the freezers up there are
full and that is why they could not catch
and store any more fish. I believe the time
has come when consideration Must be
given to air-freighting fish from the
northern areas to Perth. I believe the
modern housewife dislikes cleaning fish
and that if an industry could be set up at
Shark Bay or somewhere else in that area
to fillet the fish and air-freight it to Perth,
its success would be assured.

Mr. Nalder: Why not snap freeze It?
Mr. HEAL: They do that now, but some-

times it has to remain there a considerable
time before being transported to Perth. I
know the local residents are concerned
about the position because there is so
much fish there for the catching. As a
council member of the Police and Citizens'
Boys' Clubs Federation, I appeal to mem-
bers of this Chiamber-and especially
country members in whose electorates
such clubs are situated-to get behind the
movement and give it all possible support.
This is a most excellent organisation for
the youth of Western Australia and is do-
ing a first-class Job. If members will
support It in their districts, the federation
will be most grateful.

One of the main obstacles to be over-
come Is that many parents believe that
their boys go to the clubs to be taught
boxing only but that is Incorrect as
they are taught all sorts of other* sports

there also. I will read a letter which has
been compiled in relation to this organisa-
tion. It is as follows-

I would like to commend to the
House the splendid work that is being
done for youth by the Federation of
Police and Citizens' Boys' Clubs.
Established in 1940, the W.A. Federa-
tion has grown steadily and now has
a membership of 3,000. Its, affiliated
clubs are situate in Fremantle, Subi-
ace, Claremont, East Perth, Midland
Junction, Scarborough and Kwinana
in the metropolitan area, and in the
country, at Geraldton, Moora, Bruce
Rock, Kellerberrin, Quairadlng, Nor-
tham, Narragin, Albany, Bunbury,
Collie, Harvey, Boulder and Kal-
goorlie. Police officers act as full-
time superintendents at Fremantle,
Subiaco, Claremont, East Perth. Mid-
land Junction and Geraldton. At
other clubs a police officer acts as
a part-time superintendent in his own
town.

The principal objects of the Fed-
eration are to provide clean healthy
recreation for the youth of the State;
to instruct boys in the principles of
good citizenship and observance of
the law; to encourage cultural attain-
ment among them and to awaken
citizens to their responsibilities to-
wards adolescents. Another, and not
the least important, is to give prac-
tidal demonstration to the youths that
the police are their friends and help-
mates. 'This is in contrast to the
feeling which existed in earlier years
that the policeman was a, bogey man
and one whose name could be used
by parents to frighten their children.
In short, the Federation aims to keep
boys busy at good clean recreation
and so exert the best possible influ-
ence In the most Important years of
boys' lives.

Membership is free to all boys be-
tween the ages of 14 and 16. But
boys are admitted to the club as
young as 12 and over the age of 18,
at the discretion of the clubs' man-
agement committees. To supervise
the present large membership there
are about 300 citizens and 40 police
officers giving their time in a purely
voluntary capacity. The Federation
and Its clubs are doing magnificent
work under great difficulties. The
big difficulties are shortages of club
premises and finance. Where club
premises are available, there are such
sports as boxing, wrestling, weight-
lifting, body building, gymnastics,
table tennis, basketball, badminton
and fencing, as well as cricket, foot-
ball, athletics, and such like.

There is an excellent library with
boxes of books circulating among the
clubs. some clubs have good prem-
ises, some hope to build soon, and
many have to carry on under make-
shift conditions. Bearing In mind
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that the expenditure on youth train-
ing of this type is fully worth while,
not only from the present but from
future viewpoints, I would urge that
these clubs be given a high measure
of Government assistance. Every
district should have its club and so
Provision made for many more boys.
These clubs should have a member-
ship Of 30,000 and the big expense
entailed would still be well worth
while.

This is an age of youth. Our youth
must be keen, eager, well trained.
Membership of these clubs is one
good way of ensuring that our youth
will develop in the best of conditions
with the best possible hopes for the
future. The Federation plans to build
a headquarters in Perth and many
suburban and country clubs are be-
ing established. Substantial Govern-
ment help is warranted and a large
sum spent in this way is in effect a
splendid form of insurance for the
future.

Uip to six or 12 months ago they cater-
ed only for boys, but now some of the
metropolitan clubs--and I think some
country clubs also-are bringing the girls
into their activities. Again, I commend
this Organisation to members and hope
they will give it all possible support in
their electorates. The youth of our State
have a great future and the better they
can be educated in their earlier years,
the better It will be for the speedy devel-
opment of our State. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [8.501:
At the outset, Sir, may I congratulate you
upon your elevation to the Speakership of
this Chamber: and I think at this stage
it is appropriate to touch upon a subject
which has been so dear to your heart for
many years--I refer to the question of
drainage, particularly in the area of Bed-
ford Park which for so many years was In
the electorate of Middle Swan. As regards
drainage, right throughout the metropoli-
tan area, we are rapidly reaching a stage
where something will have to be done im-
mediately, or we will have to commence
all our new housing settlements, whether
they be undertaken by the State Housing
Commission or by private enterprise, many
miles away from the city. Naturally, this
would be a distinct disadvantage to the
young families who hope to build in the
future.

Some five or six years ago the late Mr.
D. L. Davidson, who was Town Planning
Commissioner at the time, warned what
would happen in the Eayswater district
if certain steps were not taken. Some
people chose to ignore his advice and, in
fact, some even scoffed at the suggestions
he put forward. But time has proved
the correctness of his statements and the
warnings which he gave.

In those days Mr. Davidson said that
when the Thart Hill area was developed-
and its development was just commencing
at that time-Bayswater would find it-
self flooded out. His reason was that as
Tuart Hill was developed, and the timber
was cut out, roads were bituminised and
houses were built, the run-off from the
roofs, roads and so forth would be much
greater than had been the case when this
area was virgin country. This water
could run only one way-downhill into
the Bayswater road district. As a result.
he said that Bayswater would find itself
in no end of trouble because of the ntm-off
of this surface water.

Engineers of the Public Works Depart-
ment argue that there has not been any
great rise in the watertable during recent
years. They say that it fluctuates in
cycles, according to the seasons, and that
it has done so for many years. But now
they agree that the run-off of this surface
water from the higher areas is causing
considerable consternation among those
who are living in the lower areas. Yet
they say that the watertable has not risen
and that there is no need for undue con-
cern' I cannot work out where the water-
table ceases and the surface water starts.
It all becomes the same at the bottom of
a hill and results in the evacuation of
homes and a menace to health throughout
the districts affected.

I suppose the Minister for Education
would suggest that Dog Swamp is the
greatest problem in my electorate: but
I would say that Brown's Lake is my main
worry. If some scheme could be devised
for an almost immediate drainage of that
area, almost 2,000 acres of land would
become available for building purposes.
Some departmental officers say that it is
better to build in the higher areas first.
I agree with that argument, so long as
the distance is within reason. But when
2,000 acres of good building land could
be made available within a distance of
four miles of the G.P.O.. I think we should
take advantage of it. When people are
pushed out to areas eight or nine miles
away from the city, and we have areas
such as I have mentioned available If
some drainage scheme could be under-
taken, it becomes an uneconomic form of
development.

it is true that the department con-
cerned with drainage would have to find
the money for the work I have outlined,
and that might be a burden to it. But
I think it would be less expensive to the
Government as a whole and the community
at large to develop these areas closer in
before we develop the ones eight or nine
miles away. I am not speaking only of
my own electorate but I am referring to
drainage Problems which affect all mem-
bers. The member for Sublaco has a prob-
lem in his district; the member for Beeloo
baa several Pressing Problems in the Can-
nington, Queen's Park and Bentley Park
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areas. You, Mr. Speaker, have a similar
problem in the Middle Swan electorate,
especially on the Belmont side.

Even if the Government and the people
are saved a certain sum of money by de-
ferring these drainage projects, and devel-
oping areas further out, some Government
undertakings and semi-governmental in-
strumnentalities will have to find a far
greater sum in order to provide the other
services necessary for a modern suburb. I
refer to water supplies, and these come
under the same department as that re-
sponsible for drainage. The State Elec-
tricity Commission will have to spend
large sums of money in taking power to
some of these outer suburbs and to serv-
Icing each street and house individually.

Local authorities will have to compete
with the Government on the loan market
for the funds necessary to provide roads,
footpaths and all the other services which
those instrumentalities have to provide.
We have to look at this problem in its
proper perspective and see how it affects
the State as a whole and not how it affects
one Government department. The only
logical conclusion to arrive at is that the
areas which are closer In to the city, and
which are already served with power.
water supplies, roads, footpaths and trans-
port services, should be developed first.
It is far more economical and certainly
]preferable to proceed immediately with the
drainage of some of these areas closer In,
release large acreages of land for building
purposes and leave the areas further out
available for development later on.

When I stress the point of the non-
availability of building land, I do not want
members to think that I am raising any
mare's nest. The State Housing Commis-
sion has no land available within seven
miles of Perth, apart from a small area in
Bayswater the resumption of 'which was
announced about two years ago and in re-
gard to which negotiations have not yet
been completed. Other large areas which
are held by estate companies are also not
available because many of these companies
appear to be reluctant to sell; and even
so, most of those areas are a, considerable
distance from the city.

Other members must have experienced,
as I have done, the spectacle of young
couples seeking suitable land upon which
to build. r am referring to the young
couples who are entitled to assistance
under the State Housing Act. I know of
many cases where the commission has
agreed to make the finance available, but
there is a lack of suitable land. The blocks
that the State Housing Commission has to
offer are unsatisfactory in many instances
because they are too far away from places
of employment and many young people
have recently purchased land in some of
these low-lying areas.

Some of the land is not under water yet;
but it is pretty close to it, while other
land, slightly higher, has been classified

as a wet area. These young people now
find themselves in the position that they
have a block of land for which they have
Paid and which they intended to use as
a deposit on the house they hoped to build.
The Housing Commission has not only re-
jected their entitlement to financial assist-
ance to enable them to build their home,
but it has also rejected the block of land
they have purchased because it is close
to a wet area.

As a result, these young couples have
now found that the result of their years
of saving, amounting to approximately
£400 or more, is tied up in a block of land,
and that they are without any further
money with which to purchase another
block. They are unable to sell the block
they own because the local authority or
some governmental instrumentality has
declared it unsuitable as a site on which
to erect a house. Should they desire to
subdivide it if it is of greater area than
the normal building site, this is dented
them, too, because no subdivision will be
granted until the area in question is
drained. Therefore, the only money these
young couples have ever had in a lump
sum is tied up in useless pieces of land.

In some instances these blocks are still
suitable as sites for homes but the depart-
mental officers, having declared the area
as wet, building permits are withheld and
these young people are left in the position
of not being able to even sell the land
and have no finance with which to pur-
chase other blocks upon which to build
homes for themselves under any scheme.
I consider it is the duty of every member
of Parliament to press, at all times, for
the execution of urgent large-scale drain-
age works as rapidly as possible.

The department will claim that it has
large-scale water supply undertakings in
train at the moment. I admit that these
water supply projects are necessary, and
I have no desire to interfere with the ex-
tension of water supplies into areas in
which they are required. In fact, I will
hav e something to say later about the pro-
vision of a comprehensive water scheme
throughout the country districts.

Since I have been personally confronted
with this drainage problem-by virtue of
the change in the electoral boundaries--I
have come to the conclusion that no sewer-
age scheme is as urgent as the carrying out
of drainage works In any area that re-
quires them. In these days, if a housing
area is not sewered, the local authority
concerned insists on the installation of
septic tanks. There is, therefore, a satis-
factory method of disposing of the sewage
waste. However, if the area is not pro-
perly drained, septic tanks and soak wells
cannot function efficiently; and, in some
instances, they cannot function at all. So
from the health point of view it is obvious
to me-and it should be to other members

280



[21 August. 1956.] 281

-that it is essential that drainage works
should have priority over sewerage installa-
tions.

In regard to the area with which I
am personally concerned-namely, the
Brown's lAke area which covers nearly
2,000 acres In the Morley Park-Bayswater
district--I would like to draw the atten-
tion of members to what Professor
Stephenson had to say in his report which
was published 12 months ago. In refer-
ring to the Inglewood. Maylands, Bays-
water and Morley Park Districts in Chap-
ter 10, on page 220, the Professor said-

The older areas have had many
drainage troubles in the past and,
although they are now largely sewered
and drained, there are still problems
in certain parts. In North Bayswater
and Morley Park the same difficulties
are in evidence. There are areas of
relatively high land, and others with
high subsoil water and swampy con-
ditions. In spite of this, the proximity
of these districts to the City and to In-
dustry create a heavy demand for
land.

The Morley Park area, and particu-
larly District 17 to the north, requires
comprehensive drainage before general
subdivision and building is Permitted.
A drainage scheme is a matter of
urgency.

Members will note that Professor Stephen-
son has stated there that a drainage
scheme is a matter of urgency. Continu-
ing-

Drainage problems are also apparent
in parts of the Maylands-Bayswater
area, south of Guildford Road. As-
suming developmental difficulties are
overcome, the present population of
28,700 persons may increase to some
97,700 persons.

As we all know, that increase in popula-
tion is anticipated by 1985 or shortly there-
after; yet here is an area, within a short
distance of Perth, the development of
which is not only being retarded but is
being brought to a full stop because it
requires large-scale drainage works to be
undertaken. Therefore, I trust that the
Government will see its way clear, if not
in the immediate future, in the near future
-if the Commonwealth Government can
rant it a special amount-to make avail-

able special funds for the drainage of the
Brown's Lake area and the subsidiary
scheme which that entails.

I was interested in what the member
for West Perth had to say about the Empire
Games. I also have ideas on what we
should and could do to encourage the hold-
ing of those games in Western Australia.
Something which is not commonly known,
but which is a fact, is that the Perth Road
Board was the first semi-governmental
body to mention the possibility of the
Empire Games being held in Perth. How-
ever, no Publicity was given to this fact

because the Perth City Council has raced
in and taken all the credit; and, further,
that body has decided to build an aquatic
Centre in King's Park.

Personally, I do not know whether the
Perth City Council has decided that we
should all support legislation which will
give effect to the building of an aquatic
Centre in King's Park. Before deciding that
we should have such a Centre in King's
Park, the Perth City Council should have
referred to Hansard of two years ago when
it was recorded that, without a division, a
measure passed both Houses of Parliament
which made It necessary for such a matter
to be brought to Parliament for approval
before any such work could be undertaken.

It might be of interest to those members
who have forgotten the events of that time
-although they occurred only two years
ago-that although the Bill covered struc-
tures of a general nature, there were actu-
ally three principal clauses of the Bill. The
first clause was only effective in regard
to an orchestral shell and aquatic Centre.
The second provision dealt with normal
general structures, such as the erection of
a restaurant, band rotundas, etc., and a
third clause-the one which the member
for Vasse got himself tied up with at the
time-dealt with the despoiling of native
flora'

I realise that it will probably be the
Perth City Council that will do most to-
wards making the Empire Games a success,
and that to some extent Its wishes will
have to be given consideration and possibly
acceded to. However, there is one fear in
allowing 20 or 30 acres to be set aside for
an aquatic centre-namely, is it the in-
tention to make provision also for a cycling
track in King's Park and to provide for
hockey fields and running tracks and park-
ing areas?

The Minister for Education: And a race-
course.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Yes, and a racecourse:
or at any rate an area for equestrian
events. It would appear that King's Park
is gradually going to be utilised for pur-
poses contrary to that for which it was set
aside under the Act, and handed over to
these various sporting bodies. We must
also remember that the Act was only passed
two years ago.

We are not so short of good reserve land
in Western Australia that we should have
to use King's Park for these purposes. I
would prefer to see King's Park kept in
its Present state for future generations to
use for recreational Purposes when the city
becomes overcrowded. All members know
that there is the Scaddan Pine plantation
and the Collier pine plantation, huge acre-
ages which have been wisely set aside in
past years for the use of future generations
for civic purposes as time dictates.

I would consider that the area compris-
ing the Scaddan pine Plantation is far more
suitable for conversion into an Empire
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Games park. It Is an admirable area, and
far better than the existing park reserves
that we have. if members would look at
the area on the map they would find that
it is most centrally situated and easily
accessible to the metropolitan area. Gen-
erally speaking it is served by a very good
system of roads coming from all directions,
and this would provide convenient and
fast routes for people wishing to attend
the games, whether they come from
Fremantle, Midland Junction, Wembley
Beaches or the Canning District. There is
almost unlimited land available for a pro-
ject such as that which we have In mind.

Too much emphasis cannot be placed on
the amount of land it will be necessary to
set aside for the parking of private cars,
because in these days most people travel
to sporting fixtures in their own vehicles.
But those few people who are unfortunate
enough not to possess their own transport
will have a very good public transport
available in the area. I feel that on those
grounds consideration should be given to
the utilisation of the present Inglewood
Oval and the Seaddan pine plantation area
for the purpose we have in mind.

Furthermore, competitors will require ac-
commodation, and consideration will have
to be given to providing it. We could have
a scheme along the lines of that adopted
by Victoria for the competitors who will
take part In the Olympic Games, whereby
a housing settlement will be used for those
competitors and then, on the completion of
the games, it will be converted Into a Hous-
ing Commission settlement for tenancy pur-
poses, etc. Although negotiations have not
been completed by the Housing Commission
regarding the land in Bayswater, I hope
that the commission will finalise negotia-
tions regarding the land between Morley
Park and Bayswater which is very close
to the Inglewood Oval and suitable for the
building of homes in which the competitors
could be housed.

The minister for Lands: Was not King's
Park created for the purpose of recreation?

Mr. OLDFIELD: Yes. The point I am
making is that two years ago a warning
was issued by this House to those people
-who have set their minds on acquiring
King's Park. They want King's Park and
nothing else. We are all aware of the at-
titude of the City Council towards King's
Park: we all know It wants to take a piece
here and a 'piece there-to nibble at it.
I feel sure the Perth City Council is using
the Empire Games purely and simply as a
means to get what It has wanted for many
-years, namely, a portion of King's Park. I
have no doubt that it will adopt a dog-in-
the-manger attitude and say that, "If we
cannot get King's Park, we will not build
an aquatic centre, and therefore there will
be no Empire Games." I would not be at
all surprised if that were its attitude, and
Its approach to members before this session
ends.

There is another matter on which I
stumbled quite accidently. I san not sure
how many members know about it, but
it is one which affects our own parliamen-
tary staff. I understand it has been the
policy of Governments past and present
to make the working conditions of their
employees as attractive as possible. I am
not referring to the temporary staff who
are employed during the session, but
to the cleaners, stewards and so on, who are
permanently employed and yet are not af-
forded the opportunity of contributing to
a superannuation scheme. It is a principle
that we have recognised for many years,
that the superannuation scheme is some-
thing which every permanent employee
should be given the opportunity to join;
and I would like the Government to in-
vestigate the matter so that our own staff,
within the precincts of the House, may
have a superannuation scheme and thus
improve their working conditions and make
them a little more attractive.

I feel I must say something about the
comprehensive water scheme. I know that
member after member gets up on the
Address-in-reply debate, on the Estimates,
and on the Supply Bills, and makes sugges-
tions which if they were carried out would
send the Government bankrupt. On the
other hand, the comprehensive water
scheme is something that affects all mem-
bers whether they represent the country
areas or the metropolitan areas. I feel
that in the past, too many members have
been parochial in their outlook. They
have been concerned only with what they
could secure for their own electorates in
order that they might say to their electors,
"Look what I have got for you; Please
return me at the next election." We are
fast reaching the position where we will
be truly over-populated in the city and
under-populated in the country if we do
not do something about country water
supplies.

Professor Stephenson stated in his
report that If the present rate of popula-
tion increase within the metropolitan
area, as compared with the country dis-
tricts, continues, then by 1985 there will
be 1,400,000 people living in the metro-
politan region, and fewer than 400,000 in
the remainder of the State.

Hon. D. Brand: Not only those areas
served by the comprehensive scheme.
either.

Mr. OLDFIEL: I am speaking of the
40D0.000 people in the remainder of the
State. The impact on the cost of trans-
port is frightening. This would mean that
not only the railway system but virtually
all other forms of transport would have
payable loads only one way. Everything
going to the country would be empty, and
fully loaded coming back to the city. This
would double the cost of transport.

The last figures I saw relating to trans-
port costs showed that they represent 28
per cent, of the cost index. With figures
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like that, one can readily see the impact
on the cost of living within the State,
and on the spending power of the people.
Furthermore, we should all realise that
40 per cent. of the national income is
expended on transport, so the national
economy in this State will be hard-pressed
it we do not arrest the drift of population
to the city.

In regard to the comprehensive water
scheme, it is Intended to supply to country
residents a convenience which we have
come to expect within the city; and that
is, to be able to go into at least three
rooms In a house and turn on the tap for
hot or cold water, or to go into the garden
during the height of summer and turn on
the hose for the lawn or flower beds. The
city dweller can use 150 gallons per head
at a time when the average summer con-
sumption for country districts is, in cer-
tain instances, cut down to five gallons
per head.

We have taken it for granted to be
able to go into three rooms In a house and
turn on the water. When we compare
that with the disability suffered by people
in most of the Major towns and centres
in the country where most rigid water
restrictions are imposed-something like
two hours a day in which to draw water
for all purposes--is it any wonder that the
population-drift to the city continues?
Not only would the comprehensive water
scheme provide an abundance of water in
the larger country towns; not only would
it help to arrest the drift to the city; .but
it would also encourage people to take em-
ployment in country towns, especially when
the amenities are little, If any, behind those
found in the city.

Another point to be borne In mind is
that Industry cannot be created In large
provincial towns, as hoped for under the
plan, without an adequate water supply,
because industries consume large quan-
tities of water. If It is possible to establish
industries in the large provincial towns or
potential large centres, other amenities
will follow; and it will not be hard to en-
courage people to live in those areas, away
from the city, and thus develop the out-
back. This will also give some semblance
of a two-way traffic in our transport
system.

On the question of transport throughout
the State, the time is well past when a
complete review should be made. We have
done a lot of talking in the last 10 years.
and a Royal Commission has been held
into the railway system. Many utterances
have been made in this House, mostly of a
political nature, about what should and
could be done, and why certain things are
not done. As a Parliament, we should be
forthright and bold enough to go forward
and review the whole transport system.
We should be prepared to give road trans-
port its rightful place in this State; and,
if necessary, close certain railway lines, If
not permanently at least temporarily, until

sufficient development has taken place to
enable them to function economically. In
the past, and mostly because of political
repercussions, every time that the closing
of a railway line has been mentioned or
any step has been taken to give road trans-
Port its rightful place, an outcry has been
heard from certain quarters. Unfortun-
ately the noise from that minority has too
often been heeded.

I touch briefly upon the metropolitan
water supply scheme. The Government Is
pushing ahead as rapidly as possible with
the finance and materials available to bring
water from the Serpentine to the metro-
politan region. As far as I know, no pro-
vision is being made in the metropolitan
area to store the water. Those with a
knowledge of water supplies know that it
is not merely a matter of piping the water
to the city to be tapped. Certain reservoirs
scattered throughout the region are re-
quired to store the water throughout the
24 hours of the day. The reservoirs act as
a compensating basin. They allow people
to draw water during the peak periods, and
act as reservoirs during the off periods.
They maintain a fairly steady pressure In
all periods. I strongly urge that considera-
tion be given to the immediate duplication
of the Mt. Yakine reservoir, as was origin-
ally intended eight or nine years ago when
the scheme was commenced.

Four reservoirs were Intended in the
original plans, but up to the present only
two have been built. If a scheme of
duplication is undertaken, I trust the reser-
voir will be ready to store the water from
the Serpentine. The point is not whether
the water should be brought from the
Serpentine to Mt. Yokine. but if sufficient
water is not reticulated from Canning
Dam, the water from Serpentine could
supplement the supply to the Mt. Yokine
reservoir,

If the duplication Is carried out even
before the Serpentine water is available in
the metropolitan area, in the off periods
it could be filled, and this would give some
easement to the water restrictions experi-
enced in the summer months, because a
greater quantity of water would be avail-
able in the metropolitan area. People who
at present draw water from Mt. Yoklne,
mainly those living in Wembley Beaches.
the northern and eastern suburbs, 'would
have sufficient Pressure to work their hot
water systems in the summer months.

I think the Premier-as he is still Min-
ister f or Child Welfare-might be in-
terested in the plight in which some
civilian widows find themselves. The Child
Welfare Department in the past has been
most helpful in all cases where it is con-
sidered necessary to assist civilian widows
with young children. However, no differen-
tiation is made between the various cases--
it is just a matter of a child under I6
years of age. Many widows are left in
dire straits. Some are left stony-broke, as
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the saying goes, possibly with large hire
purchase payments which have to be met
each week. Of course, others are well
Provided for under insurance policies
taken out by their late husbands.

What we are faced with is that some
widows are left with two and three chil-
dren, sometimes of pre-school or early
school age. The civilian widow who has
the care of say two children of 12 and 14
years of age. respectively, is in a position
to supplement her income because the
children can look after themselves for two
hours each day after school. But the
young mother with two or three pre-
school or early school age children, finds
that having the babies on her hands
makes it impossible for her to earn any
money in order to supplement her income.
such as the widow's pension paid by the
Commonwealth and the payment she re-
ceives from the Child Welfare Department
of this State.

Therefore I feel that the Premier should
give greater assistance in those eases. I
know In some instances that the young
mother can go out to work because her
mother is available to look after the chil-
dren for her, but this is not always Pos-
sible. Sometimes there is no grandmother
to look after the young children, and when
these children are seven, eight or nine
years of age and the mother goes out to
work, It is not desirable that they should
have to run around after school from
hall-past three to five or six o'clock, when
she comes home from work.

Although not desirable, it is different
with children of 12, 13 or 14 years of age.
because at least they have reached an age
of reasoning and can be helpful in the
home. Great hardship is noticed where
a young mother is left with a pre-school or
early school age child and is only able to
supplement her income by £208 per
annum, without reducing her pension. I
would like to see consideration given to
this matter in order that a young widow
with a child may earn a little more than
the maximum amount of £200 per annum.

There is one matter about which I am
very worried. I refer to the recent in-
crease In the price of petrol. Authentic
figures show that the lid, per gallon in-
crease in the Price of petrol means a profit
to the oil companies throughout Austra-
lia of £8,000,000 per annum. Add to that
the petroleum products such as dieselene.
lubricants, other oils and by-products over
which there has been commensurate in-
creases, and it is safe to assume that the
profit to the oil companies could be
£10,000,000 to £12,000,000. In Western
Australia, with which we are concerned.
the oil companies will make an additional
profit of £600,000 or £700,000.

Mr. Evans: Do you not think that the
Royal Commission should have inquired
into the price of petrol?

Mr. OLDFIELD: That is beside the
point. We are awaiting their report. This
increase was only made in the last week,
while the Royal Commission was held
some time ago.

It is also authentic that 66 per cent.
of the fuel consumed in Western Australia
Is for industrial purposes. It is paid for
out of the cost structure. Only one-third
of the fuel used in Western Australia is
used for private purposes, such as the
running of motorcars. The rest is used
by industry, and transport casts pass into
the cost of production of primary pro-
ducers and industry generally. When we
realise that the additional profit to the oil
companies in Western Australia by this
increase is £600,000 or £700,000, it can he
seen that industry in this State Is paying
£500,000 per annum extra for fuel. When
this cost is met by industry it is. of course,
passed on to the consumer and appears in
the cost structure.

Earlier this evening we heard a debate
on inflation and how it could be curbed,
which was contributed to by various
members who claimed knowledge of these
matters. However, even to somebody who
is not an economist, it is obvious that an
additional £500,000 per annum suddenly
thrust upon industry must make Itself
felt in more ways than one. There was
a great outcry when the brewery increased
the price of its product by 3d. a gallon
but there has not been much said at the
recent increase of lid, per gallon in the
price of petrol. It is interesting to know
that in the States which still have price
control, petrol is retailed at 3d. per gallon
less than in the States where price con-
trol does not exist.

If the oil companies are able to sell at
3d. per gallon less in those States-as we
know they do-why was the increase neces-
sary in the States where price control does
not apply. It is true that they were
granted an increase In the States where
Price control exists. They stated their
case and were granted an increase.

The Premier: Not recently.
Mr. OLDFIELD: No, some time back.

Then they saw fit to whack it on again
in the States which are not subject to
Price control. When we realise that lid.
a gallon brings Into the oil companies
about £10,000,000 or £12,000,000 a year ad-
ditional profit, surely id. would have been
sufficient if they were sailing close to the
wind, because that would have given them
£3,000,000 to £4,000,000 which is quite a
handy sum between three or four com-
panies.

When we have regard for the fact that
if we, in Western Australia, enjoyed the
right to purchase our petrol at 3d. a gal-
lon less than we pay for it at the present
time--it would mean a saving to the eco-
nomy of Western Australia of upwards of
£1,500,000 per annum, and a saving to in-
dustry of £1,000,000 per annum-we can
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realise the benefits we would enjoy through-
out the State because this is a large sum
of money to be going out of Western
Australia each year; and in this instance
it is not going to the Eastern States, but
overseas to companies In America and Hol-
land.

I feel, therefore, that steps should be
taken to ascertain why it is necessary to
have this rapid Increase in the cost of fuel,
because unfortunately, Australia being a
large country with few people, and with
great distances between centres, we are de-
pendent upon transport more than any
other country in the world, and the time
is rapidly approaching when we can be
held to ransom by overseas oil interests
at any time they wish to wield the sword
of Damocles. I leave that thought with
the Government, and I hope that by the
next time we are afforded the opportunity
of debating on general subjects, we will
have more information about the matters
I have touched on tonight.

On motion by Mr. Sewell, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.

Wednesday, 22nd August. 1956.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

MARSHALLNGO YARDS.
Location and Land Resumptions.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked the Minis-
ter for Railways:

(1) Has the Government decided the
exact position of the marshalling yards
and the area of land required for the yards
In the Welshpool-South Belmont area?

(2) If so, is the Government prepared
to make known particulars of any intended
resumption?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The design and location plan are

being prepared.
(2) The Government will advise all

land-owners affected as soon as possible
after a plan of the area Involved is com-
pleted.

ICALGOOORLaE EXPRESS.
Morning Tea for Second-Clas Passengers.

Hon. J. D. TEAHAN asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Has the service of morning tea to
second-class Passengers on the Kalgoorlie
express ceased?

(2) If so. what are the reasons?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) There are no facilities in second-

class coaches for making morning tea, and
these would be diffcult to provide. A
temporary arrangement was given a trial
by taking on a large container of tea at
the nearest refreshment room en route. By
this method it was necessary for the toea.
to be kept for some time before being
served to passengers. The tea thus served
was found to be most unsatisfactory, and
the service was therefore discontinued.

BRIDGETOWN SCHOOL.
Installation of Septic System.

Hon. 0.0C. MacKINNON asked the Chief
Secretary:

( 1) What representations have been
made by the Bridgetown Road Board to
the Education Department for the Installa-
tion of a septic system at the old Bridge-
town State school?

(2) Has the department agreed to meet
the wishes of the board? If not, why not?

(3) Is he aware that the Bridgetown
Road Board has insisted on the installation
of septic systems throughout the Bridge-
town townsite by private individuals and
businesses?

(4) Is he aware that because of the poor
supply of water and ablution points at the
lavatories and the general conditions of
overcrowding, the local health officer has
reported most adversely on conditions of
hygiene at the school?


